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Genesis xlvii 9. 
dnd Facob faid unto Pharcob, The. days 
of the years of my pilgrimage, are an 
_ bundred and thirty years: few and 


evil have the days of the years # my 
life been. 


HERE is not a man in hit 
tory, whom I pity more - 


than the man who ‘made 
this reply——not becaufe his days 


were fhort, -but that they were 
long enough #o have .crouded: into. 
them, fo:much evil as we: find. 


B2 7 s OE 
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Of all the patriarchs, he was. the 
moft unhappy: for ’bating the feven 
years he ferved Laban for Rachael, 
“¢ qubich feemed to bim but a few days, 
for the love be had to ber,’ ——ftrike 
thofe out of the number, all his 
other days were’ forrow ; and that, 


not. from his faults, but from the ame 
bition, “the violences and evil paffions 
of others. A large portion of what 
man is born to, comes, you'll fay, 
from the fame quarter: ’tis true; but 
{till in fome men’s lives, there feems 
a contexture of mifery ;——one evil 
fo rifes out of another, and the whole 
plan and execution of the piece has 
fo very melancholy an air, that 2 good 
‘natured man fhall not be able to look 
upon it, ou with ¢ tears on his cheeks. 


I pity 


| SERMON VIL. 6. 
_ I pity this patriarch ftill. the more, 
becaufe, from his firlt fetting out in 
life, he had heen Jed into an expedcta- 
‘tion of fuch different fcenes:~he was 
told, by Ifaac his father, that God fbould 
blefs bim with the dew of beaven, and 
the fainels of the earth, and with plenty 
of corn and wine ,;——that people were 
to ferve him, and nations to bow down 
‘to him ;-——that be fhouid be lord over 
his brethren ; that bleffed was every 
-one that bleffed bim, and curfed was 
ney one who cur fed bim. ‘ 


The fimplicivy of. siiath takes pro- 
amifes of happinefs in the ‘fulleff latitude, © 
-———and as thefe were moreover con- 
:firmed to hima by the Gop of. his fa- 
thers, of his way to caeae ae 

ce zest OB 3. - Boar it 
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ic would Jeave no diftruft of their ac-_ 
complifhment, upon his mind, 
every fair and flattering object before 
him, which wore the face of joy, he ~ 
would regard as a portion of his blef- 
fing ;———he would purfue it-—-he 
would grafp a fhadow. 


This, by the way, makes it nécef- 

‘fary.to fuppofe, that the bleffings 
‘which were conveyed, had a view to 
bleffings not altogether fuch as a car- 
nal mind would expect; but that they 
were in a great meafure fpiritual, and 
~fuch as the prophetic foul of Haae had 
principally before him, in the com- 
prehenfive idea of their future and 
happy eftablifhment, when they were 
‘no longer to be ftrangers and pil- 

| prims 
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_ grins upon earth: for in fac, it the 
‘frit ahd titeral fenfe of his father’s 
pratit,——Jacob enjoyed it not, arid 
‘was fo fat from being a happy man, 
“that. in the moft interelting paffages 
of his life, hé met with nothing bur 
‘difappointmenis and gtievous affiic- 
tions. 


Let us accompany him from the 
firft treacherous hour of .a mother’s 
ambition; in confequence of which, 
he is driven forth from his country, 
and the protection ef his houft, 10 
feck protection and ah eftablifhment 
in the houfe of Laban his kinfian, 


In what manner this anfwered his 
expectations, we find from his own 
 B4 pathe- 
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‘ pathetick remonftrance tol,aban, when - 

he had purfued him feven day’s jour- 
.ney, and overtook him on’ mount 
Gilead.——I fee him-in the door of 
the tent, with the calar courage which 
_ innocence gives the opprefied, thus 
remonttrating to his father-in-law upon 
the cruelty of his treatment. 


- Fhefe twenty years that I bave been 

. with thee,——the yews bave not caf 
their young, and thé rams of thy flock, 
_bave I not eaten. That. which was 
. . born of beafts, I brought not unto thee, . 
I bare: the lofs of it; what was 
Srolen. by day, or ftelen by night, of sy 

bands didff thou require it. Thus T 
was: in the day the drought confumed 
me, and the froft 4 night, and my fleap 
departed : 


SERMON VIL <9 
departed from my eyes. Thus bave I 
been twenty years in thy boufe:——-I 
ferved thee fourteen years for thy two 
daughters, and fix years: for thy cattle; 
and thou baft changed my wages t 


, 


_ dimes. 


Scarce had he recovered from thefe 
evils, when the ill condué and vices 
of his children, wound his foul to 
_ death. Reuben proves inceftuous, 
—— Judah adulterous,—his daughter 
Dinah is difhonoured,—— Simeon and 
Levi difhonour themfelves by treach- © 
ery, two of his grandchildren are 

-ftricken with fudden death,—Rachael 
his beloved wife perifhes, and in cir- 
_cumftances which embitter’d’ his lofs, 
‘——his fon Jofeph, a moft promi- 
: | fing 
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fing youth, is tom from him, by the 
envy of his-brethren; and to clofe all, 
himfelf driven by famine in his old 
age to die amonptt the Egyptians, a 
people who held it an abdmination 
to eat bread with him. Unhappy 
patriarch! well might he fay, That 
Sew and evil bad been bis days, the 
-anfwer, indeed, was extended beyond 
_ ¢he monarch’s enquiry, which was fim- 
ply his age ;———but how could he 
look back upon the days of his pil- 
grimage, without thinking of the for- 


rows which thofe days had brought 


along with them? all that was more 
in the anfwer than in thé demand, 


| was the overflowings of aheart ready. 
to bleed afrefh at the recollegtion of 


* what had befallen. 
eS Un- 


ue 
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Unwillingly does the mind digeft 
the evils prepared for it by others 5 


for thofe we prepare ourfelves,—we 


eat but the fruit which we have planted 
and watered:—a fhattered fortune-— 


-a fhattered frame, fo we have but the 
‘fatisfaftion of fhattering them -our- 
felves, pafs naturally enough into the 
-habit, and by the eafe with which they 


are bath done, they fave the fpedtar 
tora world of pity: but for thofe like 


_ .Jacob’s, brought upon him by the 
hands from which he leoked for al? 


his comfarts,—— the avarice of a pa- 


‘vent,———the unkindnefs of a relation, 


~—the ingratitude of a child,.— 
they areevils which leave a fcar ; 
befides, as they hang over the heads 
of all, and therefore may fall upon: 

a . any, 
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Any ;——every looker on has an inte- 
reft in the tragedy ;———but then we 
are apt to intereft ourfelves no other- 
wife, than merely as the incidents 
themfelves ftrike our paffions, with- 
out carrying the leffon further :—— 
in a word—we realize nothing :——. 
we figh——-we wipe away. the tear,— 
and there ends the ftory of mifery, 
and the moral with it. 


Let us try to do better with this. 
To begin, with the bad bias which 
gave the whole turn to the patriarch’s 
life, ——parental partiality ——or pa- 
rental injuitice, it matters not by. 
what title it ftands diftinguifhed 
*tis that, by which Rebekah planted - 
_ & dageer in Efau’s breaft; and: an 
BT eternal 


a : 

SERMON VIL. 3Z 
sonal terror with it, in-her own, left 
fhe fhould live to be deprived of them, 
both in one day 
dear Chriftians, wherever that equal 
balance of kindnefs and love; which 
children look up to you for as thei? 
natural right, is no longer maintained . 


-and truft me, 


—there will dageers ever be planted ; 
‘the fon foall literally be fet at variance 
againft. bis: father, and ‘the daughter 
againft ber mother, and the daugbter-in~ 
law againft ber motber-in- -law,—and a 
man’s foes foall be they of Lis own bouf. 
hold, 2 i | 
_ It was an excellent ordinance, | as 
well of domeftick policy, as of equity, 
which 


4 SERMON VIL 
_ which Mofes gave upon this head, in 
the 21 of Deuteronomy. 


if a man have two wives, one be-. 
loved and one hated, and they have born: 
him children, both the belowsd and the - 
hated, and if the fir born fon be bers that 
was bated, then it fhall be, when be maketh. 
is fons to inherit that which be bath, 
that be may wot make the fon of the be- 
doved, firfp born, before the fon’ of the, 
bated which is. indeed the frft born,— 
but be foall-acknowledge the fow of the 
bated for firft born, by giving bim a. 
double portion of all that-be bath. The 
-evilwas well fenced again{t—-for ’tis 
né of thofe: which fteals-ia upon the’ 
| heart 
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heart with the affeGtions, and courts 
the parent under fo. {weet a form, 
‘that thoufands have: been betrayed: by - 
the very virtues: which fhould have 
preferved them... Nature tells the: pa- 


. rent, there can be. no-error on. the fide 


of affection s-—— but we forget, when ~ 
Nawure pleads for one, fhe pleads for 
every. child alike-—-and, Why. is- 
not her vaice to; be heard : 4 Solomon 
fays, Oppreffion will make: awife man 


-mad.—— What. will it do.then; to a. 


tender and ingenuous heart, which feels 
itfe]f  neglected,- 
rence for the author. of its wrongs to . 


—too. full. of reve- 


complain ?-——~ fee, it fits down. in 
filence, robbed by difcouragements, 
of all its natural powers to pleafe,-—— 


born’ to. fee. others loaded with, parolee - 
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——in fome uncheary corner it noua - 
rithes it’s difcontent,———and with a 
weight upon its fpiries, which it’s- 
little ftock of fortitude is not able-to- 
withftand, ——- it droops and pines. 
away.———-Sad Victim of Caprice ! 


We are unavoidably led here into 2 
refieGtion upon Jacob’s conduct in re- 
gard to his fon Jofeph, which no way 
_correfponded with the Jefion of wil- — 
dom, which the miferies of his own 
family might have taught him: furely — 
his eyes had feen forrows fufficient on — 
that fcore, to have taken warning: © 
and yet we find, that he fell into the : 
fame {nare of partiality to that child | 

in his old age, which his mother Re- | 
bekah had fhewn to him, 3 in hers, —— 

Ss, Boe oy rae for 
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fer Tfrael loved Fofcph mire than a!) lis 
children; because he was the fon cf kis 
old age, and be made kim a cent of many 
O Ifrael! Where was that. 
prophetick fpirit which darted itfl¢ 


colcurs. 


into future times, and told each tribe 
Where 
was it fled, that it could not a.d thee 


what was to be its fate? 


to look fo little a way forwards, as to 
behold this coat of many colours, tained 
with blood? Why were the tender 
emotions of a parent’s anguifh hid 


from thy eyes >and, Why is every 
thing ?———but that it pleafes heaven 
to give us ro more light in our way, 
than will leave virtue in poffefion of 


iv’s recompence.———» 


Vou. IV. C —Grant 


cs SE Ri M ON: -VH. 
wy ee Grant me, gracious Gop}, to 
2x0) chearfully on, the road which theu 
 »haft marked out 3-1 with it neither 
. more.wide: or more-fmooth :-——-—con- 
-tinue the light of this dim taper thou 
haft put into my hands pa] will 
“kneel upon the-ground -feven times .a 
day, to feek the beft track I can with 
-Gt——~and having done thar, I wall 
<cruft myfelf and the iffue of my jour- 
-ney to thee, who att. the fountain of 
* joy, ——and will fing fongs of com- 


fort as I-go along. 


“Let us proceed to the fecond great 
occurrence in the patriarch’s life.—— 
.The impofition of a wife upon. :him 
‘which he neither bargain’d for or 

= : loved. 
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“fovea Add it came to ‘waft in the 
“morning, bébold it was Leak} and be 
Said anto Laban, What is this that thou 
-baft done uitto-me 2 Did I not ferwe theé 

i:for Rachel? Meera then eal thou 
r ~— me? ". 


“This indeed is out ees the hain of 
“al conjugal impofitions now,-—— but 
_the moral of it is {till good; and the 
_-abufe with the fame complaint of Ja- 
cob’ s upon it, will ever be repeated, 
“fo. ong as art and artifice are fo bufy 
. as they are in thefe affairs. 


ui DLiften, I: pray you, to the ftories 
—~of the difappointed in marriage : 
—eolle@ ‘all their. complaints : 


hear 


t their mutual reproaches ; upon what. 
eG: C2 | fatal 
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fatal hinge’ do the greateft part of 
‘them turn ?—** They were miitaken 
an the perfon.”—Some difguife either 
-of body or mind is feen through in 
athe firt domeftick fcuffle ; fome 
fair orrainent——perhaps ‘the very 


one which won the heart, the or- 


-nament of q meck and quiet fpirit, falls 
‘off ;———Tt is not the Rachael for whom — 
I bave ferved,——Why baft thou then 
beguiled me ? 


Be open- be honeft: give your- 
felf for what you are; conceal nothing | 


varnifh nathing, —~and if thefe 


fair weapons will not do,-—better_ 
Not conquer at all, than conquer for 
a day: ——when the night is paffad, 

— Tewill 


SE RMQ N. VII, , 2s 
Ane 


’ewill ever, be the fame ftory,— 
it came to pafis Lebold it was Lech! 
“If the heart Beguiles inelf i in “its 
choice,” ‘and i imaginati on will | give ex- 
cellencies which are not the portion of 


Reth and blood : 


1s over, and: we awake in the morn- 


when the dream: 


ing, i¢ matters little whether ’t's Ra- 
‘chael or Leah, be the obje& whit 
ft wills as: it muft’ be on the earthly 


fide, at leat, of perfeGion,—it wilt 
fall fort of the work of fancy, whofe. 
_exiftence is in the clouds. 


_ In fuch cats of decestion, les not 
man exclaim as Jacoo dics in tis 
Phat 1s it thou baft dine wnt me a 


a 


for’ tis, his own doings aud ie ys 
a. 
C 3 | no: Se 


igo 2 


22 SER MO'N VIL 


nothing 'to lay his fault on, but’ the’ 
hear ahd poetick indifcretion of his 
own paffions. _ 


~ I know not whether ’tis of any ufe,. 

to take notice of this fingularity in the 
‘patriarch’s life, in regard to the wrong 
he received from Laban, which was 
the very wrong he had done before to 
his father Ifaac, when the infirmities 
of old age had difabled him from di- 
ftinguifhing one child from another : 
Art thou my very fon Efau? and be 
feid, I em. -*Tis doubrful whether 
Leah’s veracity was put to the fame 
teft,—but both fuffcred from a fimi- | 
lisude of fratagem ; and ’tis hard to 
fay, whether the anguith, from crofs’d 
love,.in the breaft of: one brother, 
now op 8 might 
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might not be as fore a punifhment, as, 
the difquietudes of crofs’d ambition, 
and revenge in the breaft of the other, . 


I do not ‘feo which way the honour 
of Providence i is concerned i in repay- - 
ino us exactly in our own coin, — 
or,, why aman fhould fall into that 


very pit, (and no other). which he. 
has graven and digged fer another mai : 
time and chance may bring fuch inci- . 
‘dents about, and there wants nothing, 
but that Jacob fhould have been a 
bad man, to have made this a com- - 

mon-place text for fuch a doGrine. / 


t 


' Tt is enough for ‘us, that -the bef 
‘way to efcape evil, is,-in general, not . 
to commit: it: ourfelves~——and thar 

: C.4 > When- 
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whenever the paffions of mankind will 
order‘ it other wife, to rob thofe, ‘at 
k aft, ubo love ‘judements, of the tri- 
umph cf Ending it out, —— That cur 
travail bas returned upon cur beads, 

and cur violent dealings upon cur own 
pate. | 


*I cannot conclude this difcourfe, 
without returning fArft to the part 
the ‘patri-- 
arch’s account to the king of Egypt, 
of che fhortnefs and mifery of his days: 


wits which it fet out; 


give me leave to bring this home 
to US; bya fingle: reflection upon each. 
There is fomething ftrange’ in’ it 
that life fhould appear fo fhort:iz the 
crefi——an ad yet fo leng iz the dztatl. 
“ , | Mirry 
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Mifery- may. make. it fo, you'll fay— 
but we. will exclude itj,——-and ftill, 
you'll find, tho’ we all complain of 
the fhortnefs. of life, what numbers 
there are who feem quite over-{tocked 
with the days and hours of 1 it, and are 


continually fending. out into the high 
ways and ftreets of the city, to compel 
guefts to come in, and take it off their” 
‘hands::to do this with ingenuity and 
forecatt, is not one of the’ leaft. arts 
and. bufinefs of ‘life itfelf,; and they 
who ‘cannot fucceed in it, carry: as. 
many marks of diftrefs about them, as. 
tankrupicy herfelf could wear. Be as 
carclefs as we may, we fhall not al- 
wars have. the power, enor fhall 
we always be in.a temper to let the 
account -run thus... When the blood 

| 1 
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ig cool’d,-and : the fpirits, which have- 
hurried us on through ‘half dur days, 
beforé we have numbered one of thérii, - 
aré beginning to retire ;———then wif- 
dom will prefs a moment to be heard, 
—affictions or a bed of ficknefs will 
find their hours of perfuafion—— 
and, fhould they fail,—there is-fome- 
thing yet behind, 


old age wilt 
overtake us at the laft, and with its 
trembling hand, hold up the glafs to 
us, a$ it did unto the patriarch. 


e 
‘ 
toe 


» -+—-Dear inconfiderate Chriftians.t 
wait not, I befeech you, till then; 
take: a view of your life now;——~ 
look ‘back, behold this fair fpace ‘ca 
pable of fuch heavenly. improvements 
—all fcrawl’d over and defaced'with— 


“4 
eke eres | 
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» seta Lwant words to fay, with what 
| —rr-for I think only.of the reflections. 
with.which you. are to fupport your-' 
felves, in. the decline of a.life fo mi-. 


'  ferably caft away, fhould. it happen, . 


as it often does, that ye have ftood — 
_idle unto the eleventh hour, and have: 
all the work of the day to perform. 
when night comes on, and no one can 
work, 


__adly. As to the evil of the days of 
the years of our pilorimage——fpe- _ 


culation and fact appear at variance 
again. ——- We agree with the patri- 
arch, that the life of man is miferable ; 
and yet the world looks happy enough ~ 
-—-and: every thing tolerably at its 
cafes Ie muft be noted’ indeed, that 
i hes | - the 


the patriarch in this account, {peaks 
merely his prefent feelings, and feems 
rather to be giving a hiftory.of his 
fuffcrings, than a fyftem of them,, in 
contradiéiion to. that of the Gop of. 
Love. Look upon the world he has 
given us,——obferve the riches and . 
plenty which flows in every channel, 


not only to fatisfy the cefires of the 
but of the fanciful and 
wanton——every place is almoft a 


temperate, 


paradife, planted when nature was in 
her gayeit humour. | “Ge on 
ee 

ee very thing has two. views. 
Jacob, and Job, and Solomon, gave 
one feEtion of the globe, —and this 
reprefentation another :———truth heth 
betwixt—or rather, good and evil are 


* Ja ua 6S 


oie mixed 
we ¥ 


- io oF 


SERMON VIL 1% 
inixed up together 5 ‘which of the’ twis 
de sao is beyond ¢ our enquiry ; 
-but, I truft—it is thé good :-—— 


-firft, As it ‘renders the Creator of the 
‘world more dear and venerable 0) me ; 


and fecondly, Becaufe I will not fup- 
pole, that a work intended to exalt 
his glory, fhould ftand i in want of _ 
logies. 


Whatever is the proportion of mi- 
féry in this world, it is certain, that ‘it 
can be.no duty of religion to increafe 
the complaint,——or to affect the 
ptaife which the Jefuit’s college of 
| Granado, gave of their Sanchez, . 

That tho” he lived where there was a 
very {weet garden, yet, was never feen 
to touch a‘flower; and'that he would 
wg rather 


pee . 
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-ought’ ‘that might give a ri to’ ti 
meat. 00 ae 


“4 pity the men whofe natural’ plea- 
fures are burthens, and: who fly from 
joy, (as thefe fplenetick and morole 


fouls do) as if it was really an fvil in 


; —, 


If there is an-evil in this world, *tis 
‘forrow and heavinefs of heart; 
““he-lofs of goods,-——of health, 
—-ef coronets and mitres, -are only evil, 

‘as they occafion forrow ;——-take: chat 
-out~——=the reft is fancy, and: sayeee 
‘only in the head of man. .. 


tf, 
oe 


Poor . 
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_ Poor unfortunate creature: that. he 
.ig! as Hf the, caufes, of anguifh, in the 
heart were not enow——but he. muft 
‘fill up the meafure, with thofe of ca- 
. price ;- and not only walk jn. a vain 
fhadow, —but difquiet himfelf. in 
: vain. too. 

7 We are‘a reftlels fet of beings; and 

as we are likely to continue fo to the. 
end of the world,——-the beft we can 
do in it, is to make- the. fame ufe of 
this part of our character, which wife 
:-men,.do.of other bad propenfities-——— 


shen they find they cannot. conquer 
stbémy+———rhey endeavour, at leaft, to 
«divert them. into, good. channels, 


1D 2 If 
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If therefore we muft be a fllicitous 
race of felf-tormeniors,—let us drop 


the common objects which make us 
fo,—and for Gop’s fake be follicitous 


only to live well. 


SER- 


SER M ON VIII. 
The Parable of the 


RICH MAN and LAZARUS 
confidered. 


Vor. IV. Dp. 


= 
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LUKE Xvl. 31. 


And be faid unto him, If they bear not 
Mofes and the prophets, neither will 
they be perfuaded, tho’ one /houid rife 
from the dead. 


HESE words are the conclufion 

of the parable of the rich man 

and Lazarus; the defign of which 
was to fhew us the neceffity of con- 
ducting ourfelves, by fuch lights as 
Gop had been pleafed to give us: the 
fenfe and meaning of the patriarch’s 


final determination in the text being 
1D) 2 ) this, 
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this, That they who will not be per- 
juaded to anfwer the great purpofes of 
their being, upon fuch arguments as 
are Offered to them in {cripture, will 
never be perfuaded to it by any other 
means, how extraordinary foever ;—Jf 
they bear not Mofes and the prophets, nei- 
ther will they be perfuaded, though one 
foould rife from the dead—— 


——-Rife from the dead! To what 
purpofe ? What could fuch a mefien- 
ger propofe or urge, which had not | 
been propofed and urged already ? 
the novelty or furprize of fuch a vilit 
might awaken the attention of a cu- 
rious unthinking people, who fpent 
their time in nothing elfe, but to hear 
and tell fome new thing; but ere the 

| _ wonder 


ee 
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avonder was well over, fome new won- 
der would ftart up in its room, and 
then the man might. return to the 
dead from whence he’ came, ‘and not 
a foul make one enquiry about him.» 


This, I fear, would be the. 
conclufion of the affair. But to bring . 


this matter ftill clofer to us, let us 
imagine, if there is nothing. unworthy 
in it, that Gop in compliance with a 
curious world, 


—or from a better 
motive, — 


in compaffion to a finful 
one, fhould vouchfafe to fend one from 
the dead, to call home ovr con{cience 
and make us better Chriftians, better 
citizens, better men, and better fer- 


vants to Gop than what we are. : 


D 3 ' Now 


- 
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Now bear with me, I befeech you, im 
framing fuch an addrefs, as I imagine,. 
would be moft likely to gain our 
attention, and. conciliate the heart to 
what he had to fay: the great chan- — 
nel to if, 1s Intereft, ——and there he 
would fet out. : 


He might tell us, (after the moft 
indifputable credentials of whom he 
ferved) That he was come a mefien- 
ger from the great Gop of Heaven, 
with reiterated ‘propofals, whereby 
much was to be granted us on his fide,. 
-——-and fomething to be parted with: 
on ours: but, that, not to alarm us, 
w—— twas neither houfes, nor land, 
nor poffeffions ;—’twas neither wives, 
or childrer, or brethren, or fifters,. 


8 which. 
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which we had to forfake; 
rational pleafure to be given up ; 


no one 


no natural endearment to be torn 


from 


——In a word, he would tell us, 


We had nothing to part with but 


what was not for our interefts to keep, 

| 
——and that was our Vices; which 
brought death and mifery to our doors. 


He would go on, and prove it by 
a thoufand arguments, that to be tem- 
perate and chafte, and juft and peace- 
able, and charitable and kind to one | 
another,———was only doing that fer 
Curist’s fake, which was moft for 
our own; and that were we ina ca-. 
pacity of capitulating with Gop upon 


D 4 . what 
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what terms we would fubmit to his 
he would convince 


government, 
us, *twould be impoffible for the wit 
of man, to frame any propofals more 
for our prefent interefts, than to ead 
an uncorrupted life——to do the thing 
which is lawful and right, and lay fuch 
reftraints upon our appetites as are for 


the honour of human nature, and the 
refinement of human happinefs. 


When this point was made out, 
and the alarms from Intereft got over, 
the fpedtre might addrefs him- 
 felf to the other paffions—in doing 
this, he could but give us the moft 


engaging ideas of the perfections of 
Gop,- | 
Ere the moft aweful ones, of his 
. majelty 


or could he do more, than 
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majefty and power :——he might re- 
mind us, that we are creatures but of 
a day, haftening to the place from 


that 
during our ftay, we ftood accountable 


whence we fhall not return; 


to this Being, who tho’ rich in mer- 


cies, ———yet was terrible in his judg-. 
ments ;———that he took notice of all 
our ‘actions ;———that he was about 
our paths, and about our beds, and 
{pied out all our ways; and was fo 
pure in his nature, that he would pu- 
nifh even the wicked imaginations of 
the heart, and had appointed a day, 
wherein he would enter into this en- 
quiry. —— 


~~ He might add ————ee 


But 
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But what ?-——with all the eloquence 
of an infpired tongue, What could he 
add or fay to us, which has not been 
faid before ?. The experiment has been 
tried a thoufand times upon the hopes 
and fears, the reafons and paffions of 
men, by all the powers of nature— 
‘the application of which have been fo 
‘great, and the variety of addreffcs fo 
unanfwerable, that there is not a 
. greater. paradox in the world, than 
that fo good a religion fhould be no 


better recommended by its profeffors. 


_ The fact is, mankind are not al- 
ways in a humour to be convinced, 
and fo long as the pre-engagement 
with our pafions fubfifts, it 1s not ar- 
gumentation which can do the buf- 

| - — nefs;— 


SERMON VII. 43 


nefs;—we may amufe ourfelves with 
the ceremony of the operation, but 
we reafon not with the proper faculty, 
when we fee every thing in the fhape 
and colouring, in which the treachery 
of the fenfes paint it: and. indeed, 
were we only to look into the world, 
and obferve how inclinable men are to 
defend evil, as well as to commit it, 
——one would think, at firft fight, 
they believed, that all difcourfes of re-. 
ligion and virtue were mere matters 
of fpeculation, for men to entertain: 
fome idle hours with; and conclude 
very naturally, that'we feemed to be 
agreed in no one thing, but-fpeaking 
well—and acting il. But the trueft 
comment is in the text,—/f they bear 
not Mefes and the prophets, Gt. 


If 
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If they are not brought over to the 
interefts of religion upon fuch difco- 
veries as Gop has made——or has | 
enabled them to make, they will ftand 
out againft all evidence :—— in vain 


fhall one rife for their conviction ; 
was the earth to give up her dead— 
*cwould be the fame ;—~-every man 
would return again to his courfe, and 
the fame bad paffions would produce 
the fame bad ations to the end of the 
world. | 


- This is the principal leffon of the 
parable ; but I muft enlarge upon the 
whole of it———becaufe it has fome 
other ufeful leffons, and they will beft 
prefént themfelves to us as we -go 
along. — _ 


ae 
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In this parable, which is one of the 
moft remarkable in the gofpel, our 
Saviour reprefents a {cene, in which, 
by a kind of contraft, two of the 
moft oppofite conditions that could be 
brought together from human life, are 
. pafe’d before our imaginations. 


The one, a man exalted above the 
Jevel of mankind, to the higheft pin- 
to riches 


nacle of profperity, 
to happinefs——I fay, bappine/s, —— 
in compliance with the world, and on 
a fuppofition, that the poffeffion of. 


riches muft make us happy, when-the. 
very purfuit of them fo warms our 
imagination, that we ftake both. body , 
and foul upon the event, as if they. 
' were things not to be purchafed at too 
_ a 
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dear arate. They are the wages of 
wifdom, as weil as of folly. 
Whatever was the cafe here, is beyond 
the purport of the parable -——-the 
{cripture is fient, and fo fhould we; 
it marks only his outward condition, 


by the common appendages of it, in 
the two great articles of Vanity and 
Appetite :——to gratify the one, he 
was cloathed in purple and fine linen: 


to fatisfy the other, ——fared fumptu- 
oufly every day ; 


and upon every 
thing too 


-we'll fuppo‘e, that cli- 
mates could furnifh that luxury 
could invent, or the hand of fcience 
could torture. 


Clofe by his gates is reprefented an 
object whom Providence might feem 


to, 
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to have placed there, to cure the pride 
of man, and fhew him to what wret- 
ehednefs his condition. might be 
brought: a creature in all the fhip- 
wreck of nature, — hel plefs, ——un- 
done,——in want of friends, in want 
of health,h——and in want of every 
thing with them which his diftreffes 
called for. 


In this ftate he 13 defcribed as defir- 
ing to be fed with the crumbs which 
fell from the rich man’s table; and 
tho’ the cafe is not exprefsly put, thar _ 
he was refufed, yet as the contrary is 
not affirmed in the hiftorical. part of 
the parable,——-or pleaded after by. 
the other, that he fhewed mercy to the 
miferable,. we may conclude his -re- 

| | queft - 
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queft was unfuccefsful——like too 
many others in the world, either fo 
high lifted up in it, that they cannot 
look down diftinctly enough upon 
the fufferings of their fellow creatures, 
—— or by long furfeiting in a conti- 
nual courfe of banqueting and good 
cheer, they forget there is fuch a di- 
ftemper as hunger, in the catalogue of 
human infirmities. 


Overcharged with this, and per-. 


haps a thoufand unpitied wants in a 
pilgrimage through an. inhoipitable 
world, the poor man finks filently under 


his burden.—But good Gop! whence © 
is this? Why doeft thou fuffer thefe 


hardfhips in a world which thou haft 
made? Is it for thy honour, that one 


man - 
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man fhould eat the bread of fulnefs, 
and fo many of his own ftock and 
lineage eat the bread of forrow ?——- 
That shis man fhould go clad in pur- ° 
ple, and have all his paths ftrewed 
with rofe-buds of delight, whilft fo 
many mournful paffengers go heavily 
along, and pafs by his' gates, hang- 
— ing down their heads? Is it for thy - 
Glory, O Gop ! “that fo large a fhade 
of miféry fhould be fpread acrofs thy 
works ? or, Is it that we fee but a 
part of them? When the great chain 
at length is let down, and all that has | 
Held the two worlds in harmony is 
en ;———when the dawn of that day 
approaches, in which all the diftrefs- 


ful incidents of this Drama fhall be - 


unravel’d 3 ;—— when every man’s cafe” 
“Wor. IV. i fhall 
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thall be recontidered, ——then wile 
thou be fully juttified i in all thy ways, 
and ii ‘mouth fhall be topped. 


‘After a long day of mercy, mif- 
{pent in riot and uncharitablenefs, the 
rich -man died alfo:——the parable 
adds,—and was buried ; Buried 
no doubt in triumph, with all the ill 
timed pride of funerals, and empty 
decorations, which worldly folly is apt 
to 0 proftitute upon thofe occafions. | 


But this was the laft vain 1 how 


the utter conclufion of all his epicu- 


rean grandeur ;——the next is a fcene 


of horror, where he is reprefented, by 
_ our Saviour, in a ftate of the utmoft. | 


mifery, from whence he i is fuppofed to | 
a 7 é : wo : cy a ci aha ae ) La ie 
_ oe lift 
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i t up his eyes ‘towards toe and 
“sty to the patriarch ‘Abraham for 
mercy. 


id Abrabam fai ‘Son, remember 
ibat thou in thy Life tise receivedg thy 
good ~— 


: “2 That he had received his good 
things,— twas from heaven,-——and 
could be no reproach : “with what feve- 
rity foever the {cripture {peaks apaintt 
tiches, it does not appear, that the 
living of “faring famptuoufly every 
day, was the crime objected to the » 
aich man; or that it is a real part 
of 4 a vicious. charagter : : the cafe might 


be ‘then, as now: his quality and fta- 
tion in ‘the world might be. aye 
baa + to 
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to be fiich; as not.only to have jufs 
tified his-dojng this, but, in. general, 
to have required it without any impu- 
tation of doing wrong ; for differences 
of {tations there mutt be-in the world, 
which mutt be fupported by fuch 
marks of diftinction as ‘cuftom im- 
pofes. The exceeding great plenty 
and magnificence, -in which Solomon 
is defcribed to have lived, who had 
ten fat oxen, and twenty.oxen out of 
the paftures, and .a- hundred: theep, 
befides harts, and roebucks, -and fal- 
low deer, and fatted fowl, with thirty 
meafures of fine flower, and three {core 
meafures. of meal, for the daily. pre- 
vifion of his table ;———all this is not 
laid to him as a fin, but rather. re- 
marked as an inftance of Gon’s_blefi- 


so oe ing 
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ing to him ;——and:whenever thefe 
things are otherwife, “tis frant a watt: 
ful and difhoneft perverfion of ‘thenr 
to pernicious ends,——and oft times, 
to the very oppofite ones for which 
they were granted,——to glad the 
heart, to open it, and render i it more 
| kind.. 


And this feems to have .been the 
fnare the rich man had fallen into 
and poffibly, had he fared lefs fump- 
-quoufly,- 


-he might have had more 
-eool hours for refiection, and been bet: 
tér difpofed to have conceived an idea 
~of want, and to have felt compaffion 
for it " - : : 
ee | E 3 "4 lina 


ad 
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Ang Abrapam faid, Son, remember 
that thou in bhy lefe time received? thy, 
good things, and likewife Lazarus evil 
shings.~ -Remember ! fad fabjedt of | 
recolletion ! that a man has ‘pated 
through. this world with ‘all the blefi- 
ings and advantages of it, on his fide,. 
_-——favoured by Gop Almighty with 
riches,——befriended by’ his fellow 
creatures’ in the means’ of acquiring’ 
them,-—-affifted every hour by the 
fociety of which he isa wiember; in 
the enjoyment of them—to remem- 
ber, how- much he has. received; ——. 
how little he has beftowed, that 
he has been no man’s friend,——no- 
one’s protector,-——no one’s benefac- 
tor, bleffed Gon ! 


Thus 
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hus: begging i in vain for ‘himielf, 
he is reprefented at laft a as interceeding 
for his brethren, that Lazarus might’ 
be fent to them to give them warning, 
and fave them from the ruin which he 
had fallen into Ti bey bave Mo 0s 
and tbe prophets, was the anfwer of | 
the ‘Patriarch, let them hear sbem ; 
but the unhappy man. Is reprefented, 
as difcontented with j it; and ftill per- 
fifting in his requeft, and urging,»~— 
Nay, father Abraham, but if one went 
from the dead, iid weuld — 7 


— He thought fo-—but Abra- 
ham knew otherwife : ‘and. the. 
grounds of ‘the determination, ‘T have 
explained already, ——fo fhall proceed 

4 ee 4 to 


~ 


56 SERMON VHL 


ro draw fome other concluGions and 


Jeffons from the —— | 

“And ff, ¢ our tiniwe might ‘on 
Ais intend to difcover to us by it, the 
dangers to which great riches naturally 
expofe mankind, agreeably to what is 
élfewhere declared, how hardly fhall 


they who have them, enter ‘into. the : 


vat 


hinodom . heaven. 


~The truth is, they are’ often too 
dangerous a bleffing for Gop to truft 
us with, or we to manage: they fur- 
round us at all times with eafe, with 
| rionfente,. with flattery, and falle, 
friends, with which thoufands and ten 
thoufands have perithed aoe! | are 


apt 
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apt to multiply our faults; and treach- 
eroufly to concéal them fram us ;——— 
they hourly adminifter to our tempta- | 
tions s——and neither allow us time 
to examine our faults, or humility to re- 
pent of them :—nay, what is ftrange, do 
they notoften tempt meneven tocovet- 
oufnefs; and tho’ amidft all. the. ilf 
offices which riches do us, :one would 
laft fufpe&t this vice, but rather think 
the one a cure for the other ; yet fo it 
is, that many a man contracts: his 
fpirits upon the enlargement of his 
fortune, and is the more empty for. 
being full. 


But there is lefs need to preach, 
againft this: we feem all to be haften- 
ing to the oppofite extreme of Juxury 


an and 
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and etpence » We gerierally “content 
ourfelves with the folution of it; and 
fay, "Tis 4 natural confequence of’ 
trade and riches--and there it ends. 


By the way, I ihe there | Is: 2 
| miftake i in 1 the account ; and that j it is 
not riches which are the caufe of lux- , 
ury,—but the .corrupt calculation of 
the world, in making riches the ba- 
lance for-honour,: for. virrue; aad’ for 
every thing that is great and good, 
which goads fo many’ thoufands on 
with an affe@ation of pofleffing more 
than they have, and confequently 


of ehoaging in a fyftem of expences | 
cannot i a | - 


In 
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In-one. word, ‘tis. the -necefity 'of 
_ appearing tq be fomebddy, in ordes: to 
be fo——which ruins the world: 


This leads us to another leffon in 
the parable, concerning the true ufe 
and application of riches; we may be 
fare froth the treatment ‘of the rich: 
man, that he did- not employ thofe 
talents. as s Gop intended. — 


‘How Gon did — haces 
as well be known from:an appeal: to: 
your own hearts, and the infcription 
you fhall read there,—-as_ from. any: 
chapter and verfe I might cite, spon. 
the fubjeét. Let us then for a.mo-. 
ment, my dear auditors ! turn our eyes. 
that ia dnd confider the traces which’ — 


even 
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even the moft infenfible- man niay 
have. proof of, from what he may per~ 
ceive {pringing up within him. from 
fome cafual act of generofity; and 
~ ho’ this is a pleafure which properly 
belongs .to the good, yet.let: him try 
: let him comfort 


the experiment ; 
the captive, or cover the naked. with 
a garment, and he -will feel what is: 
‘meant by that moral delight arifing in 
the mind from the coafcience of a hu- 
mane adtion.. 


, ‘But to —— it right, we muft calt 
upon the. compaffionate ;——Cruelty 
gives evidence unwillingly, and feels 
the pleafure but imperfectly. ;.: for this, 
like all other pleafures, is-of a relative. 
nature, and. sonfequently. the. enjoy 

: 3 ment 
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mient of it,-requires fome qualifica: 
tion in the faculty, as much“as the 
énjoy ment of any other good does :— 
there mutt be fomething antecedent in 
the difpofition and temper which will - 


render that good,—a good to that 
individual ; otherwife, tho” ’tis ‘true 
it may be poffeffed,—— yet it never 
can be ee 


Confider fo difficult. -you qoun 
find it to convince a miferly heart; 
that any thing is good, which is not 
profitable?” or a libertine ‘one, that 
any thing’ is’ bad, which is pleafant ?” 
~~ Preach: to a voluptuary; ‘who; hag 
tnodell’d both mind and ’body tod 
pala happinefs, but good“eating-and 
er drinks 
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arinking,——bid him’ tafe and fee 

how good God is :——there is not an 

anvitation in all nature would con- 
found: him like i it. | 


In a word, a man’s mind mutt be 


like. your propofition before ; it can be 
relithed ; and ’tis the refemblance be- 
tween them, which brings over his 
judgment, and makes him an evidence 
‘on | your fide. | 


t: % 


Tis therefore notto: ethe cruel, aren 
Aris to the. merciful. s——to, thofe whe 
fejoice with thofe that Aejoice, and 


weep with. them. that. weepy—that | 


sve make this appeal :——"tis to. the 


generous, the-kind, the humiane, that 


a. 2 J arm 


I am, now to 9 tell a fad* oa of the 
fatherle&, and of him who. -hath- no 
helper, and befpeak your alms-giving 


in behalf of thofe, wha know not 
how to afk for i it themfelves, 


—What can I fay more i—it 
1S a fabjed on which [ cannot inform 
and in fuch an 


audience, I would not ‘prefume to 


/your judgment, 


practife upon your paffions : Jet it fuf- 
fice. to fay, that they whom Gop hath 
bleffed with. the-means,——and. for 
whom he has done more, in. bleffing, 
_ them likewife with a difpofition ; have 
abundant reafon to be thankful to him, 
as the author of every, good gift, for 


* Charity: Regma at: St. Andtew’ $8) Hglborn, 
Z thd 
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the meafure he has beftowed to them 
of both: ’tis the refuge againft the 
ftiormy wind and tempeft, which he 
has planted in our hearts; and the con- 
ftant fluctuation of every thing in this’ 
world, force all the fons and daughters . 
of Adam to feek fheleer under it by 
turns. Guard it by entails and fettle- 
ments as we will, the moft affluent 
plenty may be ftripp’d, and: find all 
its worldly comforts like fo many 
withered leaves dropping from us ;— 
the crowns of princes may be fhaken ;-. 

and the greateft that ever awed the - 


world, have looked back and miora-" | 


ljzed upon the turn of the wheel. 


That which has happened to one, 
| morigas!| happen to every. man; and 
: _ theres 
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therefore, that exceilent rule of our 
Saviour, in acts of benevolence, as 
well as every thing elfe, fhould go- 


vern. us ; That whatfoever ye would 
that men foould do to JOH do ye af 


unto them. 


Haft thou ever laid-upon the bed of 
languifhing, or laboured under a dif- 
temper which threatened thy. life ? 
Call to mind thy forrowful and pen- | 
five {pirit at that time, and fav, What . 
it- was that made. the thoughts: of 
death fo bitter :—if thou had’ft chil. . 
I affirm it, the bitterneis of . | 


dren,- 


death lay there ; if unbrought up,- 
and unprovided for, What will be- 
come of them? Where will they find 
a d@riend when I am gone, who will’ - 


Vou. IV. to ftand . 
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| ftand up for them a plead their 
caufe againtt the wicked ? 


' ——Blefied Gop! to thee, who art 
. a father to the fatherlefs, and'a huf- 
. band to the widow,—I entruft them. 


- Haft thou ever fuftained any conf- 
_.derable fhock in thy fortune? or, Has 
. the fcantinefs of thy condition hurried 
_thee into great ftraits, and brought ~ 
, thee almoft to diftraétion ? Confider 
what was it that {pread a table in that 
wildernefs of thought,——who made | 
thy. cup to overflow? Was it not a 
friend of confolation who ftepped in, 
—faw thee embarraffed with ten-. 
der pledges of thy love, and the part- 
ner of thy cares,——-took them us- 

. der 
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der his ‘protection ?— Heaven ! thou | 
wilt reward him for it iad freed 


thee from all the terrifying apprehen- 
: fions of a rpersit s love. 


Haft thou——- a 


-——But how thall I afk.a queftion 

‘which muft bring tears into fo many 

. eyes >—Hiaft thou ever been wounded 
ina more affecting manner ftill, by the 
Yofs of a moft obliging friend,—or been 
-torn away from the embraces of a 
. dear and promifing child by the ftroke 
‘of death ? 
nature droops at it—but nature is the 
fame in all conditions and lots of life. 
A. child: thrutt forth in an evil 
hour, ‘without food, withouws raiment, 


‘08 a é 
" F 2 —_ bereft 


bitter remembrance ! 
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bereft of inftruétion, and the means 
of its falvation, is a fubject of more 
tender heart-aches, and will awaken 
every power of nature: ———as we 
hav@' ; :It for ourfelves,—let us feel for 
Ga: ~T’s fake—let us feel for theirs : 

sal may the Gop of all or blefs 


:¥ou. Amen. 
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Luke xiv. 10, II. 


But thou, when thou art bidden, go and 
fit down in the loweft room, that when - 
be that bad thee cometh, be may fay to 
thee, Friend, go up higher, then fhalt 
thou have worfbip in the prefence of — 
them who fit at meat with thee: for - 
whofeever exalteth bimfelf, jfhall be. 
abafed; and be that ®umbleth. bim- — 
Self, foall be exalted. 


T is an exhortation of ‘our: Savi- 
ourR’s ta Humility, addreffed by 
way of inference from what he had 
faid in the three foregoing verfes of 
_ F 4 the 
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the chapter; where, upon entering 
into the houfe of one of the chief 
Pharifees to eat bread, and marking 
how finall a portion of this neceffary 
virtue entered in with the feveral 
cuefts, difcovering itfelf from their 
choofing the chief rooms, and moft 
ciftinguifhed places of honour ;—he 
takes the occafion which fuch a be- 
haviour offered, to caution them againft 
Pride ;——ftates the inconvenience of 


. 


the paffion ;— 
tnents: which attend it; 


fhews the difappoint- 
the dif- 


grace in which it generally’ends; in 


being forced at laft, to recede from the, 
pretenfions to what is more than our 
due; which, by the way, is the very 
thing the paffion is eternally prompt- 
ing us to expect,. When, therefore, 
= thou 
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thou art bidden to a wedding, fays 
our Saviour, fit not down in the 
higheft room, left a.more. honourable 
man than thou be bidden of him; and 
he that bad thee and him, come and 
fay to thee, Give this man place : 
_ and thou begin with fhame to take the. 
— loweft room. 


But thou, when thou art bid- 

den, go and fit down in the, loweft 
room : hard leéture! In the 
loweft room ?>———~ What,—do I owe 


nothing to myfelf? Mutt I forget my 

- ftation, my character in life? Refign 
the precedence which my birth, my 
fortune, my talents, have already 
placed me in poffeffion of >——give » 
all up! and fuffer inferiors to take 
| my 
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my honour? Yes;———for that, fays 
our Saviour, is the road to it: For 
when he that bad thee cometh, be will 
fay to thee, Friend, go up bigher , then 
foalt thou have worfoip in the prefence 
of them. who fit at meat with thee :— 
for whofoever exalteth bimfelf, foall be 
abafed; and be that bumbleth himjeif,. 
foall be exalted. 


To make good the truth of which. 
declaration, it is not neceflary we 
fhould look beyond this life, and fay, 
That in that day of retribution, where- 
in every high thing fhall’ be brought 
~ low, and every irregular paffion dealt. 
with as it deferves; 


that pride, 
amongft the reft, (confidered as a wi- 
cious character) fhall meet with ir’s 
| proper 
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proper punifhment of being abafed; 
and lying down for ever in fhame and 
difhonour. It 1s not neceffary we 
fhould look fo far forwards for the-ac- 


complifhment of this: the words feem’ 


not fo much to imply the threat of a: 
diftane punifhment, the execution of 
which was to be refpited to that.day ;. 
as the declaration of a plain. truth: 
depending upon the natural courfe of 
things, and evidently verified in every 


hour’s commerce of the world ; from: 
whence, as well as from our reafoning: 
upon the point, it is found, That 
Pride lays us open to fo many morti- 
fying encounters, which Flumility in: 
its own nature refts fecure from,—— 

‘that verily, each of them, in this 


world, BEve? their reward faithfully : 
dealt 
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déalt out: by the natural workings of 
men’s paffions ; which, the’ very bad. 
executioners in general, yet are ‘fo far 
jutt ones in this, that they feldom fuf- 


_ fer the exultations of an infolent 'tem- 


per to efcape the abafement, or the 
deportment of a humble one to fail of 


the honour, which each of .their cha-. 


racters do deferve. 


In other vicious exceffes which a 
‘man comfnits, the world (tho’ it is 
not much to its credit) feems to ftand 


pretty neuter: if you are extravagant 


or intemperate, you. are looked upon 
as the greateft enemy to yourfelf,-——= 
or if an enemy to the public,—at 
Jeaft, you are fo remote a one to each 
individual, that no one feels himfelf 

| imme- 
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~jmmediately concerned in your punifh~ 
ment: but in the inftances of pride, the 
attack is perfonal: for as this paffion can 
only take its rife-from a fecret compari- , 
fon, which the, party has been making . 
of himfelf to my difadvantage, every 
jntimation he gives me of what he 
thinks of the matter, is fo far a direct 
 dnjury, either as it with-holds the-re- 
{pect which is my due, or perhaps 
denies. me to have any; or elfe, which 
prefles equally hard, as it puts me in 
mind of the defects which I really 
have, and of which I am truly con- 
, {cious, and confequently_ think myfelf 
the lefs deferving of :an admonition: 
in every one of which cafes, the proud 


man, in.whatever language’ he {peaks 
it, if itis expreffive ef this fupe- 
riority over me, either.in the gifts of 

Ag fortune, 
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.fortune,. the advantages of birth or 
,improvements, as-it has proceeded 
from a mean. eftinration and poffibly 
a very unfair one of the like pretén- 


fioris in myfelf,——the attack, T fay, 


is perfonal; and has generally the fate ; 


to be felt and refented.as fuch. 


- $o that with regard. to the. prefent 
inconveniences, there is {earce any vice, 
.bating. fuch as are immediately pu- 
nithed by laws, which, @ man may not 
: indulge with more fafery to himfelf, 
than this one of pride ;——-the hum- 


bleft of men, not being .fo entirely | 


void of the. paffion themf{clves, bus 
that. they fuffer fo much from the over- 


flowings of it in others, as to make 


the literal accomplifhment of the text, 


~a@ COM= . 


s” 


,- 
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4 common intereft and concern’: in 
which they are generally fuccefsful,— 
the nature of the vice. being fuch, as 
not-only to tempt you to it, but te 
afford the occafions infelf. of its own 
humiliation. 


The proud man,——fee1——he is 
fore all over ;. touch him——you pur 
him to pain: and tho’ of all others, 
he atts as if every mortal was void of 
all fenfe and feeling, yet is pofleffed 
with fo nice‘and exquifite a one him- 
felf, that the flights, the little ne- 


gleats: and inftances of difefteem, 


which would be fcarce felt by another. 
map, are perpetually wounding him, 


and. oft times Piercing my his very | 
heart. 


ia oo aa 
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. I would not therefore be a proud. 


man, was it only for this, that. it 


fhould not be in the power of every: 
one who thought fit—to chaftife me; — 


-—— my other infirmittes, however 
unworthy of me, at leaft will not in-, 
commode me:——fo little difcounte- 


- nance do I fee given to them, that it 
is not the world’s fault, if I fuffer by 
if I exalt my- 


them :—— but here 
felf, I have no profpect of efcaping ; 
with this vice I ftand fwoln up 
‘in every body’s way, and mut una- 


voidably be thruft back: which ever 


way I turn, whatever ftep I take un- - 
~~ der the direction of this paffion, I. 
prefs unkindly upon fome one, 2nd in. 


return, muft prepare myfelf for fuch. 


MOPLre . 
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mortifying repulfes, as will bring me | 
down, and make me go on my oy 
forrowing. 


This is from the nature of things, 
and the experience of life as far back 
as Solomon, whofe obfervation upon 
it was the fame,———and it will ever 
hold good, that before houcur was La- | 
mility, and a baughty /pirit befcre a fall. 
Put not therefore thyjelf forth in 
the prefence of the king, and fiand not 
in the place of great men :——for bet- _ 
ter is it (which by the way is the 


very diffuafive in the text)—— better’ 
as it, that it be faid unto thee, Friend,’ 
come up bigher, than that thou foouldeft 
be pus lower in the prefence cf the prince: 
awhom thine eyes Lave feen. 

Vor. IV. CG. Thus 
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Thus much for the illuftration of 


this one argument of our Saviour’s, 


there are many 


aeainft Pride: 
cother confiderations which expofe the 
weaknefs of it, which his knowledge 
of the heart of man might have fug- 
- gefted; but as the particular occafion 
which gave rife to this lecture of our 


Saviour’s again{ft pride, naturally - 


Jed him to fpeak of the mortifications 
which attend fuch inftances of it, as 
he then behéld:——for this reafon 
the other arguments might be omitted, 


which perhaps in a fet difcourfe would 
be doing injuftice to the fubject. I 
fhall therefore, tn the remaining part 
of this, beg leave to offer fome other 
confiderations of a moral as well as 
a religious nature upon this fubject, as 
| ‘fo 
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fo. many inducements to check this 
weak paffion in man; which, tho’ one 
_of the moft inconvenient.of h's infir- 
mities,—the moft painful and difcour- 
steous to fociety, yet by a fad fatality, 
fo it is, that there ere few vices, ex- 
-eept fuch whofe temptations are im- 
mediately feated in our natures, ta 
which there is fo general a propenfiy 


‘throughout the whole race. 


‘This had led fome fatirical pens to 
~write, That all mankind at tbe bottom 


‘were proud alike ; that one man 


‘differed from another, not fo much in 


‘the different portions which he pofief- 
fed of it, as ‘in the different art and 
addrefs by which he excel!s in the ma-. 

agement .and difetuife of it to the 


G2 world: 


$4 SERMON IX, 


world: we trample, no doubt too 
often, upon the pride of Plato’s man- 
‘tle, with as great a pride of our own; 


yet on the whole the remark has more — | 
Apleen than truth in it; there being 


thoufands, (if any evidence is to be 
allowed) of the moft unaffeéted hu- 


mijity, and trueft poverty of fpirit, ; 


which aétions can give proof of. Not- 
-withftanding this, fo much may be al- 
owed to the obfervation, That Pride 
is a vice which grows up in foeiety 
fo infenfibly ; fteals in unobferved 


“upon the heart upon fo many occa- 
“fions ;—form’s itfelf upon fuch ftrange 
pretenfions, and when it has done, 
veils itfelf under fuch a variety of 
; unfufpected appearances, —fometimes 


even under that Humility itlelf ;—in 


all 
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all which cafes, Self-love, like a falfe 
friend, inftead of checking, moft 
treacheroufly feeds this humour, 
points out fome excellence in every 
. foul to make him vain, and think more 
highly of himfelf, than he ought to 
think ;~—that upon the whole, there 
is no one weaknefs into which the 


heart of man is more eafily betray’d, 
—or which requires greater helps 
of good fenfe and good principles to 
guard againtt. - | _ 


And firft, the root from which it 
‘f{prings, is no inconfiderable difcredit 
to the fruit. 


| If you look into the beft moral 
"writers, who have taken pains to fearch 
G3 inte 
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into the grounds. of this paffion,—— 
they will tell you, That Pride is the 
vice of little and contracted fouls ;— 
thac whatever affectation of ereatnefs 
it generally wears and carries in the 
looks, there is always meannefs in. 
the heare of it: 


a haughty and 
an abject temper, I believe, are much. 
nearer a-kin than they will acknow- 
ledge; —-— like poor relations, they. 
look a little fhy at one another at firft 
fight, but trace back their pedigree, 
they are but collateral branches from 
the fame {tem 3 and there is fcarce any 
one who has not feen many fuch in- 
fiances of if, as one, of our poets al- 
ludes to, in that admirable ftroke he 
has given of this affinity, in his-de- 
ferpston of a Pride whicd licks-the dssft. 
| As 


~ 
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As it has meanne/s at the bostsin of 

it,—fo it is juftly charged with having 
weakne/s there too, of which it gives 
the firongeft proof, in regard to the 
chief-end it has in view, and the ab- 
furd means it takes to bring it about. 

Confider a ‘moment,——wW hat is 
it the proud man aims at ?——Why, 
—fach a meafure of refpedt and de- 
. ference, as_is due to his fuperior me- 
rit, &ce. &c. | 


Now, good fenfe and a knowledge — 
of the world thew us, that how much 
foever of thefe are due to a man, al- 
owing he has made a. right calcula- 
tion,——they are ftill dues of fuch a | 
nature, that they are nox to be infiited 


G 4 upon: 


_ wolsit Fortuna jocari)—when, Fortune 
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pons: Honour and: Refpect:maft be 
d Free-rilt. offering « treat them'other- 
wifé, and claim them from-che world 
as a tax,——-—-they-are fure ta be with- | 
held; the firft difcovery of fuch an 
expectation difeppoints it, and preyu- 
dices your title to it for ever. 


- To this {peculative argument of it's 
weaknefs, it has generally the: il fate 
to add another of a more fubftantial 
nature, which is matter of fact; that 
to turn giddy upon every littleexalta- 
tion, is experienced tobe. no: lefs:a 
mark of a week brain im the figura, 
tive, than it is in the literal fen{e.: of 
the expreffion——in fober truth, ’ts 
but a fcurvy kind of a trick (quotes 


in 


t 
i 
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da one-of:her merry moodi,! takes: a 


_ poor devil. with this paffien in his -head, 


'and mounts him up ‘allat once as high 
as fhe cai get him——for- it~is fure 
to make! him play fuch’ phantaftick 
tricks, as to become the very fool. of 
the comedy ; and was’ he not.a ge~ 
neral benefactor to the world in mak- 
ing ‘it metry, I know hot ihow Spleen 
tould be paces during me ie ag 
tation. a a 


. A third argument againft:Pride is 
sthe natural conneélion.t has with vices 


if an: unfocial afpect : the Seriprure 


feldom introduces it alone— 
or Strife; or Revenge, or fome.inimi- 
cal. paffion;: is ever upon. -the- ftage 
swith..it ;.the proofs and. reafons_of 
ile | which 


-Anger, 
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which I have not time to enlarge ‘on, | 
and therefore fhall fay no more upon. 
this argument than this, ———that was 
there no other, —— yet the bad com- 
pany this vice is generally found in, 
would be fufficient by itfelf to engage 
aman to avoid it. | 


~ Thus much for the moral confider- 
ations upon this fubject; a great pars 
of which, as they illuftrate chiefly the 
inconveniencies of Pride in a focial 
light, may feem to havea greater 
tendency to make men guard the ap- 
-pearances of it, than conquer the, paf- 
fion itfelf, and root it out of their na- 
-ture: to do this effectually we muft 
add the arouments of religion, without 
which, the beft moral difcourfe may 
) | prove 
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prove little better than a cold political: 
Ieture, taught merely to govern the 
paffion fo, as not to be injurious to a. 
‘man’s prefent intereft or quiet; all 
which a man may learn: to practie 
well enough, and yet at the fame time 
be a perfec ftranger co the beft part . 
of humility, which imphes not a con- | 
cealment of Pride, but an abfolute 
conqueit over the firft rifings of it 
which are fele in the heart of man. 


And firft, one of the moft perfua- 
five arguments which religion offers to 
this end, is that which arifes from the 
ftate and condition of ourfelves, both. 
as to our natural.and moral imperfec- 
tions. It is impoffible to reflect a mo- 
ment upon this hint, but with a heart. 

full 
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full of she humble exclamation, 0 
God! what is man !———even @ thing 
of nought-—a poor, infirm, mifer- 
able, fhort-lived creature, that pafies 


away like a fhadow, and is haftening - 


off the ftage where the theatrical titles 
and diftinétions, and the whole mafk 
of Pride which he has worn for a day 
will fall off, and leave him naked as a 


neglected flave. Send forth your ima- 


gination, I befeech you, to view the 
Jaft fcene of. the greateft and. proudeft 
who ever awed and governed the 
world—fee the empty vapour difap- 
pearing! one of the arrows of morta- 
jity this moment fticks faft within 
him; fee—it forces out his life, and 
freezes his blood and sini 7 


- Approach | 


al a 
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———Approach his bed of ftatée—— 


lift up the curtairi— regard a md- 
ment with filence~ | | 


_ ——are thefe eer and pale 
lips, all that is left of him who was 
canoniz’d by his own pride, or made 
a 7? of, 7 his flatterers ¢ ? 


— Omy foul! with what sean hath . 


thou been bewitched ?’ how haft thou 
. been deluded by the objets thou hatt 
fo 0 eagerly is at? ir te 


If this refle€tion from ‘the natural 
imperfection’ of man, which he cannot 
remedy, does neverthelefs ‘ftrike a 
damp upon human Pride, much more 
mutt the confiderations de fo, which 
ae arife 
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arife ‘from the wilful depravations of - 


his nature. 


Survey yourfelves, my dear Chrif- 
tians, a few moments in this light— 
behold a difobedient, ungrateful, in- 


tractable and diforderly fet of crea- | 


tures, going wrong feven times ina 


day, acting fometimes every hour 


of it againft your own convictions 


-your own interefts, and the intentions 
-of your Gon, who wills and propofes 
nothing but your happinefs and prof- 
_perity , 
furnith you for Pride? how many 


what reafon does this view 


does it fuggeft to mortify and make 


“you afhamed ? well might the fon 
‘of Syrach fay in that farcaftical remark 
sl his upon. it, That.PRIDE was ‘not 


1 wf 
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made fcr man——for fome purpofes, 
and for fome particular beings, the _ 
paffion might have been fhaped 


but not for him——fancy it where 
yo will, ’tis no where fo improper— 
*tis in no creature fo unbecoming— 


——But why fo cold an affent, to 
fo incontefted a truth? 
thou haft reafons to be proud :— 
heaven’s fake, let us hear them— 
Thou hatt the advantages of birth and 
title to boaft of ——or thou ftandeft 


in the funfhine of court favour——or 


Perhaps 
for 


thou halt a large fortune 


or great 


talents 


or much learning—or na- 
ture has beftowed her graces upon thy 
perfon———{peak—on which of thefe 
foundations haft thou raifed this fan- 

. ciful 
7 
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ciful ftructure?——Let us examine 
them. - 


; Thon a art - well born ;——then truft 
me, "twill pollute no one drop of thy 
blood to be humble : humility calls no 
man cown from his rank, -divefts 
not princes of their titles; it is in life 
what the clear-ob/cure is in painting ; 
it makes the hero ftep forth in the 
canvas, and detaches his figure from 
the group in which he would other- 
wife ftand confounded for ever. 


If thou art rich-—then thew the 
greatnels of thy fortune, or what 
js better, the greatnefs of thy foul in 
the meeknefs of thy converfation ; Ccon- 
defcend to men of low eftate, ——fup- 


port 
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port the diftreffed, and patronize the 
neglected.——Be great; but let it ‘be 
in confidering riches as they are; as, 


talents comimitted to an earthen veffel— 
That thou art but the receiver,—and 
that to be obliged and be vain too,— 
is but the old folecifm of pride and 
beggary, which, tho’ they often meet, 
| yet ever make but an abfurd fo- 
ciety. | 

If thou art powerful in intereft, and 
ftandeth deified by a fervile ‘tribe of 
why fhouldeft thou be 


ac 


ecaufe they’: are hungry $ e 


proud, 
Scourge me fuch fycophants ; , they 


have turned the heads of thou. ands ds. 
well as thine—~ | 


} 
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——But.’tis thy own dexterity and 

ftreneth which have gained thee this 

allow it; but art thou 


eminence .:- 
proud, that thou ftandeft in a place 
where thou art the mark of one man’s 
envy, another man’s malice, or a third 
, where good men 


man’s revenge, 
may be ready to fufpeét thee, and 
whence-bad men will be ready to pull 
thee down. I would be proud of no- 
‘thing that is uncertain: Haman was 
fo, becaufe he was admitted alone to 
-queen Ejfther’s banquet ; and the dif- 
tindtion raifed him, but it was fifty 
"cubits higher than he ever. dream’d of 
thought of. 


“ten us ‘will on-to the pretences of 
— &c. &c. If thou haft a lit- 
pte tle, 
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‘te, thoi wilt be proud of ft in courte: 
df thou haft much, and good fenfe 
along with it, there will be no reafon 
to difpute againft the paffion: a beg- 
garly parade of remnants is but a forry 
-obje& of Pride .at the bef;——but 


‘more fo, when we can cry out upon 


“it, as the poor man did of his hatchet, 
* Alas! Mafter,— 


| Se 


i 


ee it was 


It is treafon to fay the fame cf Beau- 
ty, ——whatever we do of the arts and 
ornaments with which Pride is wont 
“to fet it off: the weakeft ‘minds are 
‘moft. caught with both ; “being ever 
lad. to.win-attention and credit from 
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{mall and lender accidents, thro’ dif 
ability of purchafing them by better 
means. I truth, Beauty has fo ma- 
ny charms, one knows not how to - 
fpeak againft it; and when it happens ° 
that a graceful figure is the habitation 
of a virtuous foul,—when the beauty - 
of the face fpeaks out the modefty and — 
shumility. of the mind, and the juftnefs 
cf the proportion raifes our.thoughts 
up to the art and wifdom of the eregt 
“Creator,—fomething may ‘be allowed 
it,——-and fomething to the embel- 
Jithments which fet it off;—and yet, 
when the whole apology is read,——it 
will be found at laft, that Beauty like 
Truth, never is fo glorious as when it 
goes the plaineft. 


~Sim- 
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Simplicity is the great friend to naz 
ture, and if I would be proud.of any 
thing: in. this filly world, at fhould be 
of this honeft alliance. 


| - Confider what has been Py ; and. 
may the Gop of all mercies and kind- 
nefs watch over your paffions, and in- 
{pire you with all bumblenefs cf mind, 

meckne/s, patience, and long Juffertng.- — 
Amen. | 
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Humility. 


= 
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Learn of me, for I am meck and lowly - 
in heart; and ye fhall find reft unto 
your fouls. 


HE great bufinefs of man, 1s 

the regulation of his fpirit ; the 
poffeffion of fuch a frame and temper 
of mind, as will lead us peaceably — 
through this world, and in the many 
weary ftages of it, afford us, what we 


fhall be fure to ftand in need of, —— 


Refi unto our fouls. ——— 
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w——Reft unto our fouls |——tis- 
all we want—the end of all our wifhes 
and purfuits: give us a profpect of 
this, we take the wings of the morn- 
ing, and fly to the uttermoft parts of 
the earth to have it in poficffion: we 
feck for it in titles, in riches and plea- 
fures,—climb up after it by ambition, 
———come down again and ftoop for 
it by avarice,——~-try all extremes ; 
ftill we are gone out of the way, nor. 
is it, till after many miferable expe- 
riments, that we are convinced at laft, 
we have been feeking every where. for 
it, but where there was a profpect of 
finding it; and that is, within our- 
felves, in a meek and lowly difpofition 
of heart. This, and this only, will. 
give us reft unto our fouls :——reft, 
- from 
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from thofe turbulent and. haughty paf- 
fions which difturb: our quiet::-—. 
' reft,' from the provocations and dif- 
appoiftments. of the world, and a:. 
train of untold evils toe long to be re- 
eotinted, again{t all which this frame- 


and preparation of. mind: i is the beft: 
protection.. 


_ I beg you will go-along with me in 
this argument. Confider ‘how. great: 
a fhare of the uneafineffes- which take 
up and torment our thoughts, owe 
their rife to nothing elfe, but the dif 
pofitions of mind which are a 
to chis chatacters : 


; With regard to the provocations 
and. offences, which are unavoidably 
hap- 
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happening to a man im his commerce 
with, the world,——take it as a rule, 
_——as a man’s pride 13,——fo is al- 
ways his difpleafure ;—as the opi- 
nion of. himfelf rifes;, ——fo does the 
injury, 
. this which gives edge and force to the 


fo does his refentment: ’tis 


inftrument which has ftruck him, 
and excites that heat in the wound, 
which renders it incurable. 


See how different the cafe is, with 
the humble man: one half. of thefe 
painful conflicts ke actually efcapes 5 
_ the other part fail lightly on him :— 
he provokes no man by contempt; 
thrufts himfelf forward as the mark of 
no man’s envy; fo that he cuts off 
the firft fretful occafions of the greatelt 
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part of thefe evils; and ‘for thofe'in 
‘which the paffions of others would in- 
_volve him, Hke the’ humble fhrub in 
the valley, gently gives way, and 
‘fcarce feels the injury of thofe ftormy 
encounters which rend the proud ce- — 
‘dar, and tear it up by it’s roots. 


If you sstlies it, with regard to 
the many difappointments of this lifé, 
which arife from the hopes of bettering 
our condition, and advancing in the 
‘world,—the reafoning is the’ fame. 


‘What we-expect——1is ever in pro-_ 
“portion to the eftimate made of: our- 
felves ; when pride and felf-love have 
‘brought us-in their account of this 
_matter,——we find, that we are wor- 

a thy 
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thy of all"honours—fic for alt places 
.and. employments :=—~as our expec- 
tations rife and multiply, fo muft our 
. difappointments.with them, and there 
-needs nathing more, to lay the foun- 
dation of our unhappinefs, and both 
_to make and keep. us miferable. And 
“in truth. there is nothing fo common 
_in life, as to fee thoufands, whom you 
would fay, had all the reafon in the 
world to be at reft, fo torn up and | 
- difquieted with forrows of this clafs, 
sand fo inceffantly tortured with the 
‘difappointments which their pride and 
-paffions have created. for. them, ‘that 
. tho’ they appear.to’- have all the: ingre-. 
.dients of happinefs in their hands, ~— 
they’ can neither compound or ule 
“them a How fhould they ? the goad _ 
eee is 


7 
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as,éver in their fides, and:{o hurries 
them on from-one expectation to an- 
other, as to leave them no reft day or 
— 


~ Humility therefore, eccomaends | 
itfelf as a fecurity againft thefe heart- 
aches, which tho’ ridiculous fometimes 
in the eye of the beholder, yet are fe- 
Tious enough to the man who fuffers 
them ; and I belteve would make no 
inconfiderable account in a true cata- . 
dogue of the difquietudes of mortal 
‘man: againft thefe, I. fay, mee 
1S: ‘the beft defence. 

He that is little in ‘his own -eyes, 
as. little too in bis defires, and confe- 
«quently moderate in his purfuit of 
| ' . them. :. 
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¢hemn ® like another man, he may fail 
in his attempts and lofe the point he 
aimed at,———but that is all,_—he 
lofes not himfelf, ~he lofes not his * 
‘happinefs and peace of mind with it, 


even the contentions of the humble 
man are mild and placid. Bleffed 
character ! when fuch a one is thruft 


i back, who. does not pity him ?>—when 


he falls, who would not ftretch out a 
hand to raife him up ? | 


- And here, I cannot help {topping 
in the midft of this argument, to make 
a thort obfervation, which is” this. 
When we reflect upon the character 
of Humility, we are apt to think 
it ftands the moft naked and defence- 

lefs: of all virtues whatever, ——the 
| leaft 
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‘kealt able to fupport it’ s claims againtt 
| the. infolent antagonift who feems 
ready 1 to. bear him down, and all op- 
pofition which fuch a temper can 
make. — 


Now, if we confider him as ftand- | 
ing ‘alone,—no doubt, in fuch a cafe 
he will be overpowered and trampled 
upon by his oppofer ;——but if we 
confider the mek and Jowly man, as 
he is—tenced and guarded by the love, 
the friendfhip and wifhes of- all man- 
kind, that the other ftands alone, 
hated, difcountenanced, without one 
true friend or hearty well wifher on - 
his ‘fide ; - when this is balanced, 
we thal] have reafon to change our 
opinion, and be convinced that the 

‘Vou. IV. 1 | humble | 
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humble man, ftrengthened with fuch 
an alliance, is far from being fo over- 
matched as at firft fight he may appear; 
—nay I believe one might venture to . 
_ go further and engage for it, that.in all 
fuch cafes, where real fortitude and 
true perfonal courage were wanted, he © 
is much more likely to give proof of 
it, and I would fogner look for it in 
fuch a temper than in that of his ad- 
verfary. Pride may make a man vio-- 
lent, ———~but Humility will make him 
firm :———and which of the two, do 
you think, likely to come off with 
honour ?>-———he, who acts from the 
_ changeable impulfe of heated blood, 
and follows the uncertain motions of 
or the man — 
who ftands cool and collected in him- 

elf; 


-his pride and fury, 
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felf fei governs his ileal’ in- 
ftead of being governed by them, and 


on every occafion acts upon thé fteady 
motives of principle and duty. 


~ But this by the way 3———though in 
truth it falls in with the main argu- 
ment ; for if the obfervation is juft, 
~ and Humility has the advdntages where 
we fhould leaft expect them, the argu- 
ment rifes higher-in behalf of thofe. 
which are moge apparently on it’s fide. 
—-In all which, if the humble man 
finds, what the proud man mutt. 
never hope for in this world,——that 
is ret to bis fotly——fo does he like- 
wife meet with it from the influence 
{uch a temper has upon his condition 


under the evils of his life, not as — 
I 2 charge- 


s 
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chargeable upon the vices of men, bur 
as the portion of his inheritance by 
the appointment of Gop. For if, as 
Job fays, we are born to trouble as 
the fparks fly upwards, furely it is he 
who thinks the greateft of theft trou- 
bles below his fins,—and the fmallett 
favours above his merit, that is likely 
to fuffer the leaft frorh the one, and 
enjoy the moft from the other: ’tis he 
who poffeffes his foul in meeknefs, and 
keeps it fubjeCted to all the iffues of 
fortune, that is the fartheft out of their 
reach. —~No.——He blames not the 
fun, though it does’ not ripen his vine, 
nor blufters at the winds, though they 


| bring him no profit.- If the foun- — 
tain of the humble man rifes not as 

high as he could wihh, ——he think's 
- _ oan how- 
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liowever, that it rifes as high as it 
~ gught, and as the laws of nature ftill 
do their duty, that he has no caufe to 
complain againft them. | ae 


If difappointed of riches—he knows 
the providence of Gon is not his deb- 
tor; that though he has received lefs. 
than others, yet as he thinks himfelf 7 
lefs than the leaft, he has reafon to be. 
thankful. | 


Tf the world coes. untoward with 
the humble man, in. other refpedts,— 
he knows a truth, which the uae 
man does never acknowledge, and that - 
is, that the world was not made for 
him; and therefore how little, fhare 
foever he has of i its advantages, | he, fees’ 
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an argument of content, in reflecting 
how little it is, that a compound of 
fin, of ignorance, and frailty, has 
, grounds to expect. 


A foul thus turned and refigned, is 
carried fmoothly down the ftream of 
providence; no temptations in his paf- 
fave difquiet him with defire,———no- 
dangers alarm him with fear: ‘though 
open to aH the changes and chances 
of others,———yet by feeing the juftice 
of what happens,—and humbly giv- 
ing way to the blow,——though he is 
{mitten, he is not fmitten like other 
men, or feels the fmart which they do. 


- Thus much for the doctrine of Hu- 
mility ; let us now look towards the 


example of it. | 
| It 
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~ In is obferved by fome. one, ‘that 2 as 
pride was the paffion through which ‘fin 
and mifery entered irito the world, and 
gave our enemy the triumph of ruin- 
ing our nature, that therefore the Son 
of Gop, who came to feek and to fave 
that which was loft, when he entered 
upon the work of our reftoration, he 
began at the very point where he knew | 
we had failed; ; and this he did, by 
endeavouring to bring the foul of man 
back to it’s original temper. of Humi- 
lity’: fo that his firft publick addrefs 
from the Mount began with a decla- | 
ration of bleffednefs to the poor in fp'- 


rit, and almoft his laft exhortation 


in- the text, was to copy the fair ori- 
sinal he had-fet them of this virtue, 
I 4 and 
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and to. fearn.of him ta be iia asd. ities 
in beart. 


It is the moft unanfwerable appeal: 
that can be made to the heart of. man,, | 
——and fo perfuafive and accommo-- 
dated to all Chriftians, that as much. 
pride as there is ftill in the world, it. 
is not credible but that every believer: 
muft receive fome tincture of. the cha- 
raéter or bias towards it from the ex- 
ample of fo great, and yet fo humble: 
a Mafter, whofe whole courfe of life 
was a particular lecture to this one | 
virtue; and in every inftance of it. 
fhewed, that he came not to.fhare the 
pride and glories of life, or fwell the. 
hopes. of ambitious followers, but to. 
| cat 


_ 
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caft.a damp ‘upon them ‘for ‘ever; by 
appearing himfelf rather as a fervant’ 
coming, as hie con- 


than a matter; 
tinually declared; not to ‘be miniftred: 

‘unto, but to minifter; and as the Pro- 
phet had ‘foretold in-that mournful de- 

feription of him,——to have no form,. 
orcomelinefs, nor any beauty that they 
fhould defire him. The voluntary: 
meannefs of his birth,——the poverty’ 
of his life, —— the low offices in which. 
it was engaged, in preaching the Gof-° 


pel to the poor,—the inconveniences ”’ 
which attended the execution of it, in* 
having no where to lay his head, - 
all: fpoke the fame language ;——~-that — 
the Gop of truth fhould fubmit to the’. 
~ fufpicion of-an impofture -—his hum-' 
ble depor:ment under that, anda thou- 
| fand 
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{and provocations of a thanklefs peo- 
ple, ftill raifes this character higher ,— 
and what exalts it to its higheft pitch, 
-——the tender and pathetick proof he 
gave of the fame difpofition at the con- 
clufion and great cataftrophe of his 
fuffering,—when a life full ef fo many 
inftances of humility was crowned with 
the moft endearing one of bumbling bim- 
Jelf even to the death of the crofs;—— 
the death of a flave, 


a malefactor, 


drag’d to Calvary without Op- 
pofition, infulted without com- 
plaint.— 


@ 


_—Bleffed Jesus! how can the man. 
who calls upon thy name, but learn of 
. thee to be meek and lowly in heart ? 
——how can he but prodt when fuch 

| a lef 
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2 leffon was nT, fuch. an ex- 
ample ? 


i Humility fhines fo bright in the 
character of Curist, fo does it in that 
of hisreligion ; the true-fpirit of which | 
_ tends all the fame way.—Chriftianity, 
when rightly explained and practifed, 
is all meeknefs and candour,. and love 
and courtefy : and there is no one pal- 
fion our Saviour rebukes fo often, or 
with fo much fharpnefs, as that one, 
which is fubverfive of thefe kind ef- 
fects, —— and that is pridé, which in — 
proportion as 5 it governs us, neceffa- 
rily leads us on toa difcourteous Opi-. 
nion and treatment of others. ——I fay 
necefarily,-——becaule tis a natural 
_ | con{e- 
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confequence, and the progrefs from 
the one to the other is unavoidable. 


. This our Saviour often remarks in 
the character of the Pharifees :—— 


_ they trufted in themfelves, "cwas 


no wonder then they defpifed others. 


This, I believe, might principally 
relate to fpiritual pride, which by the 
way, is the wortt of all prides ; ; and as - 
it is a very bad fpecies of a very bad! 
paftion, I cannot do better than con- 
chude the difcourfe with fome remarks: 
se it. ane 

An mot ¢ conceits of pniigion ie 
periority, there has ufually g gone hand. 

in, 
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which ~— I rippate has féd it ;——— 
and that is, a perfuafion of fome more 
than ordinary aids and illuminations 
from above.——— Let us examine this 
matter. - | | 


That the influence and affiftance of 
Gon’s fpirit ina way imperceptible to 
US, does enable us to render him an 
acceptable fervice, we learn from fcrip- | 
ture—In what particular manner this 
1S effected, fo that the act fhall ftill 


be imputed ours 


the fcripture fays 
not: we know only the account is fo; 
but’as for any fenfible demontftrations 
of it’s workings to be fele as fuch 
within us—— the word of Gop is ut- 
ral Heat nor can that filence be 
—— fup- 
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fupplied by any experience. ——Wé 
have none; unlefs you call the falfe 
pretences to it fuch,———fuggefted by 
an enthufiaftic or diftempered fancy. 
As exprefsly as we are told and pray 
‘for the infpiration of Gop’s {pirit,— 


there are no boundaries Oxed, nor can — 
any be ever marked to diftinguith 
them from the efforts and determina- 
tions of our own reafon: and as firm- 
Jy. as moft Chriftians believe the ef-- 
fects of them upon their hearts, I 
may venture to affirm, that fince the 
promifes were made, there never was ° 
a chriftian of a cool head and found - 
judgment, that in any inftance of a’ 
change of life, would prefume to fay, 

which part of his reformation was ow- | 


ing to divine help,——or which to 


9 the 
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the operations of: his own, mind; or 
who, upon looking back, would pres 
tend to ftrike the line, and fay, oc. here 
“it was that my -own reflections 
«© ended ;”———and at this point ‘the 
faggeltions of the fpirit of Gop | began 
to take place. ~  * 


However backwards the world has 
been in former ages in the difcovery 
of fuch points as Gop never meant us 


to know,——we have been more fuc- 
cefsful in our own days :— thou- 
fands can trace out now the impref- 
fions of this divine intercotirfe in them-: 
felves, from the firft moment they, 
received it, and with fuch diftinct. 
intelligence of it’s progrefs and work-. 


ings, 


‘ 2 ry 
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ings, as to require no evidence of ‘t's 


truth. 


~ Te mutt be owned, that the prefene 


ave has not altogether the honour of 


this difcovery ;—there were too many 


‘grounds given to improve on in the 


religious cant of the lait century ;— 


“swhen the in-comings, in-dwellings, and 


cut-lettings of the Spirit, were the 


fubjeéts of fo much edification ; and, 7 


when, as they do now, the moft iili- 
terate mechanicks, who as a witty di- 
vine {aid of them, were much fitter 
to make a pulpit, than get into one,— 

were yet able fo to frame their non- 
fenfe to the nonfenfe of the times, as 
to beget.an opinion in their followers, 
s a not 


niall ae 
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fat nly that they pray’d and preach’d 
by infpiration, but that the moft com- 


mon actions. of their lives were fet 
about in the Spirit of the Loro. 


The tenets of the quakers (a harm- 
Jefs quiet people) are collateral de- 
fcendents from the fame enthufiafti¢ 
original; and their accounts and way 
of reafoning upon their inward lighe 
and {piritual worfhip, are much the 
fame; which laft they carry thus much 
further, as to believe the Holy Ghoft 
comes down upon their aflemblies, and 
moves them without regard to condi: 
Gon. or fex, to make interceffions with 
unutterable groans,———~ 


wTye te 


: So-that in fa&t, the opinions ofme- 
shodifts, upon which I was firft enter- 
Vou IV. K sing, 
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ing, is but a republication with fome 
alterations of the fame extravagant 
~ conceits; and as enthufiafm generally 
fpeaks the fame language in all ages, 
*tis but too fadly verified in this; for 
tho’ we have not yet got to the old 
terms of the in-comings and tn-dwel- 


lings of the fpirit, yet we have 
arrived to the firtt feclings of its enter- 
ance, recorded with as particular an 
exadtnefs, as an act of filiation, 
fo that numbers will tell you the iden- 


the day of the month, 


tical place, 
and the hour of the night, when the 
‘fpirit came in upon them, and took. 
poffeffion of their hearts. 

_ Now there is this inconvenience on 
_ our fide, That there is no arguing 
_ wich 
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with a frenzy of this kind; for un-— 
lefs a reprefentation, of the cafe, be a 
‘confutation of it’s folly to them; they 
' muft for ever be led captive by a de- 
Jufion, from which no reafoner can re- 
deem them: for if you fhould enquire 
upon what evidence fo ftrange a per- 
fuafion is grounded ? they will tell — 
you, ‘“ They feel it is fo.” 


If you 
reply, That this is no conviction to 
you, who do not feel it like them, and 
therefore would wifh to be fatisfied by 
what tokens they are able to diftin- 
guifh fuch emotions from thofe of 
fancy and complexion? they will an- 
fwer, That the manner of it is in- 
communicabie by human language,— 
_ but ’tis 4 matter of fact, they feel 
its een as plain and diftin@, as 
| K 2 the . 
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the natural fenfations of pleafure, of 
the pains of a diforder’d body.—And 
fince ] have mention’d a diforder’d 
body, I cannot help fuggefting, that 
amongft the more ferious and deluded 
of this fect, ’tis much to be doubted 
whether a diforder’d body has not oft 
times as great a fhare in letting in thefe 


conceits, as-a diforder’d mind. 


When a poor difconfolated droop- 
ing creature is terrified from all enjoy- 
‘ment,—prays without ceafing ’till his 
imagination is heated,——fafts and 
mortifies and mopes, till his body is 
in as bad a plight as his mind; is it @ 
‘wonder, that the mechanical diftuy- 
bances and conflicts of an empty belly, 


interpreted by an emp’y head, fhould 
| | be 
3 
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be miftook for workings of a differ- 
ent kind from what they are, 


or 
that in fuch a fituation, whefe the. - 
mind fits upon the watch for extraor- 
dinary occurrences, and the imagina- 
tion 1s pre-engaged on its fide, is ic 
ftrange if every commotion fhould 
help to fix him in this malady, and 
make him a fitter fubject for the treat- 
ment of a Phyfician than a Divine. 


In many cafes, they feem fo much 
above the fkill of either, that unlefs _ 
Gop in his mercy rebuke this lying . 
fpirit, and call it back, —i 
on and perfuade millions into their 
deftreétion, —— 


it may go 


SERMON 4XfI. 


Advantages of Chriftianity to the 
World. 


meer 


, 


at 
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ROMANS 1. 22. 


Profeffing themfelves to be wife, they be- 
| came fools. | 


HERE is no one project to which © 
the whole race of mankind is fo 
univerfally a bubble, as to that of being 
thought Wife; and the affectation of 
it 1s fo vifible, in men of all com- 
plexions, that you évery day fee fome 
one. or other fo very follicitous to 
eftablifh the character, as not to-al- 
low himfelf leifure to do the things 
which fairly win it; —— expending 
7 | more 
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more art and ftratagem to appear fo 
in the eye’ of the world, than what 
would fuffice to make him fo in truth. 


It is owing ta the force of this de- 
fire, that you fee in general, there ts 
no injury touches a man fo fenfibly, — 
as an infult upon his parts and capa- 
city « tell a man of other defedts, that 
he wants learning, induftry or appli- 


cation, he will hear your reproof 
with patience. ——Nay you may go. 


further: take him ina proper feafon, 


you may tax his morals, you may 
tell him he ts irregular 1a his conduét,. 


——affionate or revengeful in his 


deliver ic with the gentlenefs of a 
- friend, —— pofitbly he'll not only | 
| bear. 


nature,—loofe in his principles ; 
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bear with you, 


but, if ingenuous, 
he will thank you for your lecture ‘and 
promife a reformation ; but hint, 
hint but at a defect in his intel- 
lectuals, touch but that fore place, 
from that moment you are look’d. 


upon as an enemy fent to torment him 
before his time, and in return may 
reckon upon his refentment and 11:- 
will for ever; fo that in general you. 
will find it fafer to tell a man, he is 

——and ftand a 


better chance of- being forgiven, for. 


a knave than a fool, 


proving he .has been wanting in a 
point of common honefty, than a point: 
of common fenfe. 7 


Strange fouls that we are! as if to 
lve well was not the greateft argu- 
ment 
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ment af Wifdom ;——and, as if what 
reflected upon our morals, did nog. 


‘moft of all reflect upon our under- 
{tandings ! , 


This, however, is a reflection we 
make a fhift to overlook in the heat 
of this purfuit; and tho’ we all covet 
this great character of Wifdom, there, 
is f{carce any point wherein we betray 
more folly than in our judgments con- 
cerning it; rarely bringing this pre-~ 
cious ore cither to the teft or the bal- 
Jance; and tho’ ’tis of the laft confe- 
quence not to be deceived in it,—we 
generally take it upon truft,——-fel- 
dom fufpected the quality, bur never 
the quantity of what has fallen.to our: 
lot. So that however inconfiftent, a 

oe oman 
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man fhall be in his opinions of this, — 
and what abfurd mtafures foever he 
takes im confequence of it, in the con- 
dud of his life,—he ftill {peaks com- 
fort to his foul; and lke Solomon, 
when he had leaft pretence for it,—in 
the midft of his nonfenfe will cry: oue 
—T bat all my oe res 
maineth with me. 


and fay, 


Where then is wifdom to be found? 


and where ts the place of underftand- 
ing e | 


Fhe politicians of this world; pro- 
feffing themfelves wife,—— admit of no 
other claims of wifdom but the know- 


ledge of men and bufinefs, the under- | 


ftanding the interefts of ftates,———the 
ae | intrigues 
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intrigues of courts. —— the finding out 
the paffions and weakneffes of foreign 
minifters,——and turning them and 
all events to their country’s glory and - 


advantage. ——= 


——Not fo the little man of this 
world, who thinks the main point of 
wifdom, is to take care of himfelf; 


to be wife in his generation ; 


to make ufe of the opportunity whilft 
he has it, of raifing a fortune, and 


heraldizing a name. - Far wide is 


the fpeculative and ftudious man (whofe 
office is in the clouds) from fuch litle 


—wifdom dwells with him 


ideas: 
in finding out the fecrets of nature ; 


found: ng the depths of arts and 
| feiences — -meafuring -the. heavens ; ; 
9 telling 
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‘telling the ‘number of the ftars, and 
cajling them all by their names: fo | 
that when in our bufy imaginations 
we have buile and unbuilt again God’s ) 
fories in the heavens, 


and fancy we 
have found ovt the point whereon to 
fix the foundations of the earth; and 
in the language of the book of Job, 
have fearched out the corner {tone 
thereof, we think our titles to wifdom 
built upon the fame bafis with thofe 
of our knowledge, and that they will 
continue for ever. | 


The miftake of thefe pretenders, is 
fhewn at large by the Apoftle, in the 
chapter from which the text is taken, 
Profeffi ing themfelves Wise, 
in which en (by the way) St. 

Paul 
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Paul is thought to allude to the va- 
nity of the Greeks and Romans, who 
being great encouragers of arts and 
learning, which they had carried to 
extraordinary heights, confidered all 
other nations as Barbarians, in refpect 
of themfelves; and amongft whom, 

«, particularly the Greeks, the men of 
ftudy, and enquiry, had ‘affumed to 
themfelves, with great indecorum, the 
title of the Wife Men. 


- ‘With what parade and oftentatich 
foever this was made out, it had the 
fate to be attended with one of the 
moft mortifying abatements which 
could happen to wifdom; and that 
‘was an ignorance of thofe points which 
moft concerhed man to know. _ | 
a - This 


- ‘This he fhews frorn.the general fate 
of the gentile’ world, in the great article 
“of their mifconceptions of the Deity 
and, as’- wrong -notions producé 
wrong aétions,———of the -duties and 
fervices they owed- to him, and in 
-courfe of. what they owed to one ano> 
.ther. 


For.tho’, as he argues in the.fore- 
‘going veries, The invifible things 
of bim from the creation of the world 
might be.clearly feew and. underftood, . by 
‘the things that are made;——-that is, 
~—+Tho’ Gop by the cleareft-difco- 
wery of himfelf, had ever laid: before 
mankind fuch evident proofs of his 
eternal Being,—his. infinite powers 
_ and perfeétions, .fo that-what is to-be _ 

“s+ Moz. IV, L known 
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‘known of his invifible nature, might 
all along be traced by the marks of ‘his 
and the vifible frame 


goodnefs, 
and order of the world: 


yet fo 


utterly were they without excufe, 
‘that tho’ they knew Gop, and faw 
his image and fuperfcription in every 
part of his works,——yet they glorified 
 bim not.——So bad a ufe did they 
make of ‘the powers given them for 


this great difcovery, that inftead of 
adoring the Being thus manifefted to 
them, in purity and truth, they fell 
into the moft erofs and abfurd delu- 


- 


fons — changed the glory of the in- 
corruptible Ged, into an image made - 
like unto corruptible men,—to birds,— 
to four footed beafts and creeping things; 
——Profefing themfelves to be wife,— 
ys _ they 
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they became fool—All their {pecious 
wifdom was but a more glittering kind 
of ignorance, and ended in the moft 
difhonourable of all miftakes, ——in 
fetting up fititious gods, to: receive 
the tribute. of their adoration and 
thanks. 


The fountain of religion being thus 
poifoned, 


no wonder the ftream 
fhewed it’s effects, which are charged 
upon them in the following words, 
where he defcribes the heathen world 
as full of ail unrighteoufiels,—— forni-. 
cation, —covetoufnefs,—malicioufnefs, | 


full of murder, 


envy; de- 

bate, malignity,-—-whifperers,-——__ 
backbiters, | ~ haters of Gop, | 
| boatters, inventors of 


proud, 
~ L, 2 evil 
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‘evil things, difobedient to parents, 
without underftanding, without 


implacable, 


natural affection, 


tows 


Gon in heaven defend 


unmerciful | 
‘us from fuch a catalogue ! 


But thefe diforders, if fairly con- 
fidered, you'll fay, have in no ages 
‘arifen fo much from want of light, as 
_:a want of difpofition to follow the © 
light which Gop has -ever imparted: 
that the law written in their hearts, 
. -was clear and exprefs enough for any 
‘reafonable creatures, and would have 
dire&ted them, had they not fuffered 
their paffions more forcibly to direét 
them otherwife: that if we are to 
judge from this effect, namely, the 
| Corruption of the world, the fame pre- 

Oo | —‘judice 
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judice will recur even againft the 
Chriftian religion ; fince mankind have: 
at. leaft been as wicked in later days, 
as in the more remote and fimple - 
ages of the world; and that, af we 
may truft to facts, there are no vices. 
~ which the apoftle fixes upon the hea- 
then world, before the preaching of 
the gofpel, which may not be pa- 
ralleled by as black a catalogue of. 
vices in the Chriftian world fince.. 


This ieseitiity brings us to an en- 
—quiry, Whether Chriftianity has done: 
and, How: 
far the morals of it have been made- 
better fince this fy ftem has been. em-. 
braced ? 


‘ . 


the world any fervice j P 


lL. 3, . = aa 
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In litigating this, one might oppofe 
fafts to faéts to the end of the world, 
without coming one jot nearer the 
point. Let us fee how far their: mit 
takes concerning the Deity, will throw 
light upon the fubject. 


That there was one fupreme Being 
who made this world, and who ought 
to be worfhipped by his creatures, 1s 
the foundation of all religion, and fo 
——that 
Reafon, as the Apoftle acknowledges, 
was always able to difcover it: and 
yet it feems ftrange, that the fame fa- 
culty which made the difcovery, fhould 


obvious a truth in nature, 


be fo little able to keep true to its own 
judgment, and fupport it long againft 
the prejudices of wrong heads, and . 

| : | the 
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tte: propenfity of weak ones, towards : 
idolatry and a eae of gods. - 


For want of fomething to have 
gone hand in hand with reafon, and 
fixed the perfuafion for ever upon their: 
minds, that there was in truth but one. 
Gop, the Maker and Supporter of. 
Eleaven and Earth,—infinite in wif- 
dom, and knowledge, and all perfec- 
tions ; how foon was this fimple 
idea loft, and mankind Jed to difpofe 
of thefe attributes inherent in the God-. 
head, and divide and fubdivide them: 
avain amongtt deities, which theit owa 
dreams had given fubftance to; 


his eternal power and dominion par- 
cell’d out to gods of the land,- 
sods of: the.-fea, 


tO. 
—to gods of the- 
L 4° infer=. 
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infernal regions ; whilft the great Gop 
of gods, and Lorp of lords, who- 
. ruleth over all the kingdoms of the 
world,——who is fo great that nought 
ig able to controul or withf{tand his 
power, was fuppofed to reft contented: - 
v:ith his allotment, and to want power 
to a&t within fuch parts of his empire, 
_as. they diimembered and affigned to: 
others. 


If the number of their gods and 
this partition of their power, would. 
leffen the idea of their majefty, What 
muft be the opinions of their origin ? 
When inftead of that glorious defcrip- 
tion, which Scripture gives of ‘* The 
‘© Ancient of Days who inhabiteth 
© eternity,’ ane gravely afligned 

parti- 
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particular times and places for. the 
births and education of their gods ;. 
fo that there was fcarce a hamlet or 
even a defert in Greece or Italy, which — 
_ was not rendered memorable by fome 
favour or accident of this kind. 


And what rendered fuch conceits. 


the more grofs and abfurd, they 


fuppofed not only that the gods they 
worfhipped had a beginning, but that - 
they were produced by flethly parents, 
and accordingly, they attributed to them 
corporeal fhapes and difference of fex : 
and indeed in this they were a little 
confiftent, for their deities feemed to 
partake fo much of the frailties to 
which flefh and blood is fubject,. that 
their hiftory and their pedigree were’ 

much 
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much‘of a piece, and might reafon-. 
ably claim each other. For they im- 
puted to them not only the human 
defects of ignorance, want, fear, and: 
the hike, but the moft unmanly fenfu- 
alities, and what would be a reproach 
to human nature, 


fuch as cruelty, 
adulteries, rapes, incefts; and even in 
the accounts which we have from the: 
fublimeft of their poets,———what are. 
they, but anecdotes of their fquabbles 


among tt themfelves,—their intrigues, . 
their jeatoufies,' their ungovernable - 
tran{ports of choler,—nay, even their - 
thefts, —their drunkennefs, and blood- . 
fhed 2 


Here let us ftop a moment and en-. 
quire, what was Reafon doing all this 
time, 
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time, to be fo miferably infulted and 
_abufed? Where held the her empire 
whilft her bulwarks. were thus born 
down, and her firft principles of reli- 
gion and truth lay buried under them? 


If fhe was able by herfelf to regain the © ' 


power fhe had loft, and put a {top to 
_ this folly and confufion, ——why did. 

fhe not? If the was not able to refitt 
_ this torrent alone,—the point is given 
up——fhe wanted aid; and revela- 
tion has given ir. | 


But tho’ reafon, you'll fay, could 
not overthrow thefe popular miftakes, 


-yet it faw the folly of them, and 
was at all times able to difprove 
them. 


No 
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No doubt it was; and it is certain: 
too, that the more diligent enquirers. 
after truth, did not in fact fall into 
thefe abfurd notions, which by the 
way, is an obfervation more to our 
purpofe than theirs, who ufually make: 
it, and fhews that tho’ their reafon-. 
ings were good, that there always 
wanted fomething which they could. 
not fupply to give them fuch weight, . 
as would lay an obligation upon man- 
kind to embrace them; and make that 
to be a law, which otherwife was but 
an opinion without force. 


which is a more direct 
tho’ ’tis true, the ableft 
men gave no credit to the multiplicity 
of gods, (for: they had a religion: 


' Befides, 
anfwer, 


ae 


4 for. 
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for themfelves, and‘another for the po- 
‘pulace) yet they were guilty of what 
in effe& was equally bad, in holding - 
‘an opinion which neceflarily f{upported. 
thefe very miftakes,———-namely, that 
as different nations had different gods, 
it was every man’s duty (I fuppofe 
more for quietnefs than principle’s 
fake) to worfhip the gods of his coun- 
_ try; which by the way, confidering — 
their numbers, was not fo-eafy a tak, 
——-for what with celeftial gods, and 
gods aerial, terreftrial. and infernal, 
‘with the goddeffes, their wives and 
miftreffes, upon the loweft computa. 
tion, the heathen world acknowledged 
no. lefs than thirty thoufand deities, all 
which claimed the rites and ceremo- 
nies of religious worfhip. — | 

; | But, 
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Bat, twill’ be faid, allowing the 
bulk-of mankind were under fuch de- 
lufions,+—they were ftill bur fpecu- 
What was that to their 
practice ? however defective in their 
theolocy and more abitracted points, 


lative. 


their morality was no way con- 
neéted with it. There is ‘no need, 


é 


that the everlafting laws of juftice and 
mercy fhould be fetched down from | 
above, 


from more obvious mediums ;————~ 


x 


fince they can be proved 


_ they were as neceffary for the fame 
good purpofes of fociety then as now; | 
and we may prefume they faw their 
intereft and purfued it. se 
7 ; | 
That the neceffities of fociety, and 
the impoffibilities of its fubfifting 
| other- - 
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sotherwife, wotld point qut.the-con- | 
venience; or if you will, the duty: 
of focial virtues, is unqueftionable :-— 
‘but I firmly deny, that therefore re- 
ligion and morality are independent of. 
each other: they appear fo far from 
it, that I cannot conceive how. the 

one, in the true and meritorious fenfe, 
of the duty, can act without the in-. 
fluence of the other: furely the mott,, 
-exalted motive which can only be de- 
pended upon for the uniform practice . 
of virtue, mutt come .down from.. 
above, 


from the love.and imitation . 
of the goodnefs of that Being in whofe, 
fight we wifh to render ourfelves ac-. 
‘ceptable: this will operate at all times 

-and all places,——in the darkeft clo- 
_ .... fogs. 


H 
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fet as much as on the greateft and mott 
-public theatres of the world. ; 


But with different conceptions of 
‘the Deity, or fuch impure ones as 
, they entertained, 1s it to be doubted 
swhether in the many fecret tryals of 
sour virtue, we fhould not determine 
‘our cafes of confcience with much the 
‘fame kind of cafuiftry as that of the Lt- 


_ .bertine in Terence, who being engaged 


jn a very unjuftifiable purfuit, and 
happening to fee a picture which re- 
_ prefented a known. ftory of Jupiter 
in. a like tranfaction, —— argued the 
matter thus.within himfelfi——If the 
great Jupiter could not reftrain his 
appeties, _— himfelf an indul- 

Qe gence | 


4 
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gence of this kind, ego Homuncio, 
hoc non facerem? fhall I a mortal,— 
an inconfiderable mortal too, cloath’d 
with infirmities of flefh and blood,— 


pretend to a virtue, which the Father 
of gods and men could not? What 


infolence ! 


~ The conclufion was natural enough ; 
end as fo great a matter of nature 
puts it into the mouth cf one of his 
. principal characters, no doubt the Jan- 
guage was then underftood;- it was 
copied from common life, and was 
not the firft application which had 
‘been made of the ftory. 


» Icwill fcarce. admit of a queftion, 
Whether vice would not faturally 
Vou. LV.  M crew 
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grow bold upon. the credit of fuch am* 
example,.oc whether fuch impreffigns, | 
did not influence the lives and morals , 
of many in the heathen world; and 
had there been no other proof of..it,. 
but the natural tendency of fuch no-, 
tions to corrupt them, it had been 

fufficient reafon to, believe it was fo. 


No doubt, there is fufficient room 
for amendment in the chriftian world, 
and.we may be faid to be a very cor- 
rupt and bad generation of men, con- 
fidering what motives we have from 
the purity of our religion, and the 
force of it’s fanétions to make us bet- | 
ter:——yet ftill I affirm, if thefe-re- 
ftraints were. taken off, the world 


would be infinitely worfe: and tho’ 
| : fome. 


there can-be none. ee eee ee 
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Fine fel of morality might'be pre: , 


ferved,' as it was in the keathen word,” 
with’ ‘the mofe “onfidetate of ‘wé; “yet” 
in ‘Benetat: ¥ ami ‘perfuaded® that the’ 
bulk’ of mankifid ‘upon fach a flippo- 
fition; would foon’come to ve with. 
out Gop in the world, and“in & fhort 
time differ from Indians themfelves in 
ae of but their a ana 7 


edtg 


“If nee all, ‘the chriftian. religion: hay 
not left a‘ fuffieient provifion againtt 
the wickednefs of the world; 
the fhort and ‘true anfwer is mis Fhae 

Te is fufficient to leave us without 
excite, thatthe excellency of this: int 

ey 4 M 2 Ritu: 


Pi 7 het 
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{titution in its doétrine, its precepts, 
and its examples, has a proper ten- 
cency to make us a-virtuous and a 
every page is an 


happy people; 
wddicfs to cur hearts to win them to 
thetic purpofes ;———— but. as religion 
was not intended to work upon men 
by force and natural neceMfity, but by 
nrcral perfuafion, which fets good and 
fo thar if men 


evil be‘ore them, 
have power to do the evil and chufe 


and will abufe it,—— 
Religion 


the good, 
this cannot be avoided. 


ever implies a freedom of choice, and 
all the beings in the world which 
have it, were created free to ftand 
and free to fall; and therefore | 


men who wiil not be perfuaded by 
“2 this 
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this way of addrefs, muft expect, and: 
be contented to be reckoned with ac- 
cording to the talents they have re- 
ceived. | 


ay 
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The ABUSES of CONSCIENCE 
confidered. | 


_- 


ADVERTISEMENT 


S the following Sermon upon 
Abufes of Confcience, has al- 
ready appeared in the body of a mo- 
ral work, more read than underftood, 
the Editor begs pardon of thofe who 
have purchafed it in that fhape, and 
in this alfo, for being made to pay 
twice attually for the fame thing. 


——The cafe is common: but it 
was judged that fome might better 
like it, and others better caderiand 
it juft as it was preached, than with 
, the breaks and interruptions given to — 
the fenfe and argument as it ftands 
there offered to the world. | 


It was an Affize Sermon, preached 


in the Cathedral Church at York, and 
wrote 
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wrote by the fame hand with the others 
in thefe four yolumes, and aq they are 
probably the laft (except the fweep- 

‘ings of the Author’s ftudy after his 

death) that will be publifhed, it was 
- thought fit to add it to the collection, 
—where moreover it ftands a chance 
of being read by many grave people 
. with a much fafer confcience. ‘ 


All the Editor withes, is, That this 
: may not after all, be one of thofe | 
. ‘many abiafes of it fet forth i in what he 
Gs NOW going to read. 


uae J 
4 . 
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- ——For we tuft we. bave. a good: 
Confaence, | 


RUST !——Truft. we. have a 

good Conicience ! —— Surely 

you will fay, if there is any thing in 

this life which a man may depend. 

; “upon, and to.the knowledge of which. 

he is capable of arriving upon ‘the 

moft indifputable evidence, it mutt be- 

this very thing,——— Whether he has. 
a good Confcience, or no, 


If a man thinks at all, he cannot 
well be’a ftranger to the true {tate of 
22. 2S this 
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this account ;——He mutt be privy to’ 
his own thoughts and defires——He 
muft remember his paft purfuits, and 
know certainly the true fprings and 
motives, which, in general, have go- 
vern’d the actions of his life. 


In other matters we may be deceiv’d 
by falfe appearances; and, as the wife 
man complains, Hardly do we guefs 
aright at the things that are upon the. 
earth, and with labour do we fixd the 


things that are before us: but here 


the mind has all the evidence and facts 
within herfelf :—— is confcious of the 


web fhe has wove: -knows its 


texture and finenefs, and the exaét 
fhare which every paffion has had in 
working | upon the feveral debens, 

which 


| movet 
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which virtue or vice has plann’d be- 
fore her. 


4 


Now, as Confcience is nothing 
elfe’but the knowledge which the mind 
has within itfelf of this; and the jude- 
ment, either of approbation or cen- 
fure, which it unavoidably. makes up- 
-on the fucceffive actions of our lives, 
-k—’tis plain, you will fay, from the 


‘very terms of the propofition, when- 


-ever this inward teftimony goes againft 
‘aman, and he ftands felf-aceufed,— 
that he mutt neceffarily be a guilty 
man. And, on the ccntrary, when 
‘the report is favourable on his-fide, 
and his heart condemns him, not, | 
‘that it is not a matter of ¢ru/f, as the 


Apoftle intimates, but a matter of ‘ 


cer- 


certainty and: fate, shav-the Confcicme ' 
is good, cach the mar a 


alfoe. o-: - a 
q ‘ Re shoo ay Gr = 24 a8 Sue 


At. frit fight, esi feern. to be. 
-a.true ftate. of the. cafe, and I make:. 
no dowdt : but the: knowledge: of right 
and wrong, 1s: {6 teolyimprefs’d upon 
the mind‘ of:man; that, did-no fuck: 
thing. ever. happen,. as: that the con- 
fierce of-a man, by hong- habits of 
fin, might (as the Scripture affures ug,: 
it may Mnfenfibly becomes hard ; and,: 
like fome tender..parts of his body, by: — 
much ftrefs, and -continual-hard ufage,’ 
lofe, by degrees, thas: nice fenfe and: 
perception with which Gop. and na» 


-  qure-endowed. it >—+-+-Did this tiever: 


| happen —or was it certain thas: felf-. 


love 
5 
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love Could never,‘hang, the deaft bias .. 
upon the judgment :——or that the little. 
interefts below could rife up and pers... 
plex the faculties of our upper regions, 
aiid encompafs them about:witheldids 
and chick:darknefs :-+——tould ao fuch. 
thing as favour and affection’ enter this: 
facred court;———did Wrr difdainito: 
take a bribé in it, on:was'afHamed to: . 
fhew. its face: as: am-advocate fof. an 
unwarrantable-¢njdyment :+-r, laftly;: 
were. we affured. that Inrerzs'r ftood. 
always. unconcern’d- whilft :the caufe. 
was hearing,—and that Passron ne- 
ver .got iotd..the judgment fedt, and: 
pronounced :fentence in the ftead. of’ 
_reafon, which is: fappofed always to 
prefide and detérmine upomnthe cafe: 
—was; this truly fo, as/the objyedion: 
273! | | “muft 


: : \ 
\ . 
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mutt fyppofe, no doubt, then, the re--_ 
ligious and moral ftate of a man would. 
be exactly what: he himfelf. efteemed 
it; and the guile or innocence ..of 
.every man’s life could be known, in 
general, by no better meafure, than 
the degrees of his own ens or 
ues 


_-I own, in one cafe, whenever a 
man’s Confcience does accufe. him (as 
it feldom errs on that fide) that he is 
guilty and, unlefs in melancholy and 
hypochondriac cafes, we may fafely 
pronounce that there is always fufli- 
cient. grounds for.the accufation. © . 


But, the converfe of the propofition 


ewill not hold true,——namely, That 
where- 
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, wherever there is guilt, the Confeience 


muft accufe; and, rf it does not, that 
a-man is therefore innocent——=Thig 


As:not fact : fo that the common 
confolation which lome good chriftian 
or other is hourly adminiftring to. 
himfelf, ——That he thanks Gop, his 
mind does not mifgive him; and that, 
confequently, he has a good Con- 


{cience, becaufe he has a quiet one— 
As current as the inference is, and as 
infallible as the rule appears at firft 
fight, yet, when you look nearer to 
it, and try the truth of this rule upon’ 

plain fects, you find ic liable to fo 

much error, from a falfe application 

of it:—the principle on which it goes 
fo often perverted :—the whole fotce 

ot it loft, and fometmes fo vilely cat 

Vou. LV. N 2 Svay, 
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away, that i itis painful to produce the 
common examples from human life, 
which confirm this account. 


A man fhall be vicious and utterly 
debauched in his principles; excep- 
tionable in his conduct to the world: 
fhall live thamelefs,——in the open 
_commiffion of a fin which no reafon 
or pretence can juftify ;——a fin, by 
which, contrary to all the workings of © 
humanity within, he fhall ruin for 
ever the deluded partner of his guilt 7 
rob her of her beft dowry ;—— 

and not only cover her own head with 


difhonour, but involve a whole virtu- 
ous family in fhame and forrow for 
her fake. Surely, you'll think, - 
confcience muft lead fuch a man a 


” 


trouble- 


= 
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* 


troublefome life: oie can have no, 
reft night or day from its reproaches. 


Alas! Confcience had fomething . 


elfe to do all this time than. break in 


upon him: as Ejab reproached the 
god Baal, this domeftic God, was ei- 


ther talking, or purfuing, or. was in. 
a journey, or, peradiventure, be flept 
and could not be awoke. Perhaps he 


was gone out in iia with Ho-. 7 


Nour, to fight a duel;——to pay of 
fome debt ar play 37——9r dirty an- 
nuity the bargain of his luft. Per- 
chaps, Confcience all this time was en- 
gaged at home, talking aloud againtt 


petty larceny, and executing venge- | 


ance upon fome fuch. puny crimes aS 
his fortune and rank, in life, {ecured 


N 2 him 


4 
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him againit all temptation of. com- 
mitting : -——fo that ‘he lives as mer- 
rily,——fleeps as foundly i in his bed ; ; 
and, at the fait, meets death with 


‘> 


as much unconcern, ———— perhaps, 
och more fo than @ much better 


man. 


Another is fordid, unmerciful ;— 
a ftrait-hearted, felfith wretch, inca- 
pable either of private friendfhips, or 
Take notice how he 


publick fpirit. 
paffes by the widow and orphan in 
their diftrefs ; and fees all the miferies 
incident to human life without a figh 
or a prayer.———Shall not Confcience 
rife up and fting him on fuch occa- 
fions ? No.——Thank Gop, there ‘is 
no occafion. ‘I pay every man his 

4 ‘ own, 
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i 


ie own,—I ee: ‘no “Aerie to 
“anfwer to my Confeience, no faith- 
‘ lefs vows or promifes to make up, 
: T have debauch’d no man’ § wife or 
© child. 


‘ other men, adulterers unjutt, or 


Thank GopI am not as 


< even as this libertine who ftands 
© before me.’ 


A third | is crafty and defigning i in 


his nature, —Vi iew’ his whole. life, 


"tis nothing elfe but a cunning 
contexture of dark arts and unequita- 
ble fubterfuges bafely to defeat the 
‘true intent of all laws, plain dealing, | 
‘and the fafe enjoy nent of our feveral 
You will ‘fee fuch a 
One, working out a frame of little | 


| properties - 


defigns upon the ignorance and per- 
~~, N30 '°* plexi- 
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plexities of the poor and needy man: 


———Shall- raifea fortune upon: the in- 
experience of a youth,——or the up- 


fulpecting temper of his friend, who. 


would have trufted him wich his life. 
When old age comes on, and repen- 
tance calls him to ook back upon this 
black account, and ftate it over again. 
with his Confcience Confcience 
looks into the Statutes at Large, 
finds perhaps no expref fa broken by 


what he kas done perceives no- 


penalty or forfeiture -incurrd ; 


_ fees no fcourge waving over his head, — 


or prifon opening its gate upon 
What is there to-affright his 


‘him. 


Confcience? 
fafely entrench’d behind the letter of 


the Jaw, fits there invulnerable, forti- 
ice | hed, 


Confcience has got 


ee 1 


om 


wos 


‘murders, 
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fied with cafes and reports fo ftrongly- 
on all fides,———that ’tis not preach~ 
ing can difpoffefs it of its hold. 


Another fhall want eyeanthiv re 
fuge, fhall break thro’ all this ce- 


remony. of flow chicane; {corns the 


doubtful workings of fecret plots and 
cautious trains to bring about his pur- 
pole. See the bare-fac’d villain 
how he cheats, lyes, perjures, robs, 


much better was ‘not to be expected | 


, 


in this cafe. 
in the dark !——His prieft had got 
the keeping of his Canfcience,—and 
all he had let him know of it was,. 
That he muft believe in the Pope ;— 
crofs himfelf ,;-——-tell 
N 4 his 


The poor man was 


go to mals ; 


horid! But indeed | 
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his beads ;-—-be a. goad- Catholic; 
and that thisin all confcience was 
enough... to. carry -him. to. heaven 
What ?——if he perjures >——- Why; 
ae—-he had a mental refervation in 
it. But if he is fo wicked and aban- 
doned a wretch as you reprefent him, 
-——lIf he robs, or murders, will not 
‘Confcience on every fuch ac, receive 
a wound itfelf?———Ay——But. the 
man has carried -it .to confeffion, the 
wound digefts there, and will do well: 
and in a fhort time be- 
quite healed up by abfolutiom 


enough, 


_ O Popery! What haft thou. to an= 
— fwer for >——when not content with: | 


the too many natural and fatal ways. — 
thro’ which the heart is every day: 
thus . 
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thus ‘treacherous: to infelf above af 
things; thou-haft wilfully fer opetr 
this. Wide gate: of -décéir' before the 
~ face of this unwary: TraveHer,—— too 
apt, Gop knows, to go aftray of: him- 
felf,———and ‘confidently {peak’ peace 
to his foul, when there is no peace. -’ 
Of this the common inftances; 
which I have: drawn out of life, are 
too notorious to: require much evi- 
dence. Jf any man doubts the reality 
of them, or thinks it impoffible for — 
man to be fuch a bubble to himfelf,—.- 

I muft refer him a moment to his re- 
fiections, and fhall then venture to 
truft the appeal with his own heart. 
Let him confider in how different a: 
degree of deteftation, numbers of 

| _ wicked 
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wicked actions ftand shera, though 
' equally bad and vicious in their-own 
natures———he will foon find that fuch 
of them as ftrong inclination or cuf-- 
“tom have prompted him to commit, ~ 
are generally drefs’d out and painted 
with all} the falfe beauties which a foft 
and a flattering hand can give them; 
and that the others to which he feels 
no propenfity, appear, at once, naked 
and deformed, furrounded with all 
the true circumftances of folly and 
difhonour. | 


. When David furprized Saul fleep- 

ing in the cave, and cut off the fhirt 

of his robe,———we read, his heart 

— fmote him for what he had done.—— 

But, an the matter of Uriah, where | 
a faith- 
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a° faithful. and gallant fervant, whom. 
he ought to have lov’d and lonour’d,. 
fell to make way for his luft; where. 
Confcience had. fo much greater reafon. 
ta take the alarm, his heart fmote 
him not. ‘A whole year-had almoft: 
pafied from the firft commiffion of | 
that crime———to the time Nathan 
was fent to reprove him ; and we read. 
not once of ‘the Jeaft forrow or com-. 
pun@tion of heart, which’ he tettified: 
during all that time, for what he had! 


done. 


Thus Confcience,; this once able: 
- monitor,—placed on high as a judge 
within us,——and intended, by our 
Maker, as .a juft and equitable one 
too,——-by an unhappy train.:of. cafes _ 
iS. eet a and 
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fi ‘¢ 
ees 


and impediments 


imperfect cognizance of what pafies, 
—— does its office fo negligently,— 
fometimes fo corruptly, that it is not 
to be trufted alone: and. therefore, we 
find, there is a neceflity, an abfolute 
neceffity, of joining another principle 
with it, to aid, if not Bevery: its ' de- 
| terminations. — 


So ies if = would form a juft 
judgment of. what is of infinite im> 


portance to you not to be mifled ins 


namely, in- what degree of -resl -me~ 


rit YOU : ftand, either. as : an. honeft 


| mat, -————an. ufeful citizen, ~~ a 


faithful .fubje& to. your king;<+—+or, 


a. ‘good. fervant to your Gop 
Dyas se ee a call 


aes often fach 


. 
. 2 OS ee ee 


; see uc vee a 8 e Ee ° Ear ‘ 
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call in Reuigion and. ‘Moraurry. 
-Look- What is written, in the 
Jaw oe Gon i > How readeft thou! 2 


-Confult calm reafon, and the un-" 


changeable obligations of juttice and 


truth, —What fay they 2, 7 


Let Confeience determine the mat- 
ter upon thefe reports,——and then, 
if thy beart condemn thee not,o—— 
which 1 is the cafe the Apottle: fup- 
pofes,— the rule will be infallible, 
——Thou wilt have confidence towards 
God j ——that is, have juft grounds 
to believe the judgment thou haft 
pat upon thyfelf, is the judgment of 
Gop ;,and nothing elfe but an anti- 


) _ Cipation 


° 
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cipation of that righteous fentence, 
which will be pronounced, hereafter, 
upon thee by that Berne, before 
~vhom thou art finally to give an ac- 
count of thy actions. — a 


Bleffed is the man, indeed then, as 
the Author of the book of Ecclefafti-’ 
cus exprefies it, Who is not pricked 
with the multitude of bis fins.—Blefed 
as the man whofe heart bath net 
‘ condemned him, and who is not fallen | 
from bis hope in the Lord. Whether 
be be rich, continues he, or whether — 
_ be be poor, _— if he have a good beart 
(a heart thus guided and inform’d) 
——He fhall at all times rejoice in a 
Fis mind foalt 

tell 


chearful countenance. 
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tell Lim more -than feven watchmen 
that fit above upon a tower on high. | 
In the darkeft doubts it fhall con- 
du& him fafer than a thoufand.Ca- 
-fuifts, and give the ftate he lives in 

a better fecurity for his behaviour, 
than all the claufes and reftrictions 
_ put together, which, the wifdom of — 
the legiflature is forced to multi- | 
ply, ——forced, I fay, as things ftand; 
human laws being not a matter of 
original choice, but of pure neceffity, 
“brought in to fence againtt the mif+ 
chievous effects of thofe Confciences. 
which are no law unto themfelves: 
wifely intending by the many provi- . 
fions made, That in all fuch corrupt or 
| mifguided cafes, where principleand the 
9 checks 
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checks of Confcience wiil not make us 
upright, to fupply their force, 
and by the terrors of jails and halters 
oblige us to it. 


_ To have the fear of Gop before 
our eyes; and, in our mutual deal- 
ings with each other, to govern our 
-attions by the eternal meafures of 
right and wrong: the firlt of thefe. 
will comprehend the duties of re- 


ligion: the fecond thofe of morality ; 
which are fo infeparably connected 
together, that you ‘cannot divide thefe. 
two Tables, even in imagination (tho? | 
the attempt is often made in practice} | 
without breaking and mutually de-, 
ftroying them both, si, Sais 
_ =F Thid 
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"T 'faid the attempt is often made ; 
«=———and fo it is ;——— there being no~ 
thing more common than to fee a 
man, who has no fenfe at all of re- 


ligion, and indeed has fo much of 
honefty, as to pretend to none; who 


would yet take it as the bitterett af- 


_ front, fhotild you but hint at a fufpi- 
-cion of his moral character, ——or 
imagine he was not confcientioufly 


juft, and fcrupulous to the uttermof 
‘mite. © a 


“When there is fome appearance that. 
#. is fo,——tho’ one is not willing 
even to fufpect the appearance of fo 
great a virtue, as moral. honefty ;— 

Vou. IV. —O yet 
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- yet were we to look into the grou 

of it in the prefent cqfe, 4 an) Pere 
- fusded we thould find Utele reaf@n ‘0 
» AVY fuch a man the. honoyr of hi 
- motive, | 


« 
. 1 a Wie eg ‘ 
- aa . - > iad ee 


Let kim declaim -as pompouly as 
‘he can on the fabjed, ic will be 
- found at’ lait to reft upon “no better 
foundation than either his intereft, ‘his 
pride; his‘eafe; or fome fuch little 
and chanpeable paffion, as will give 
‘as’ but. {mall dependence upon his 
. a€tions m matters.of great ftrefs. -.: 
_. «Give -me. leave to:illuftrate this-by 
.-an example, . = : y oa 


- 


. 
. afd 


3 : : . - ot Serene , 
a. ‘I know 
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“Y eel the ‘baker I deal with, ¢ or : 
‘the’ phyficiah 1 ufwally call ‘in, te to be 
‘neither of them men’ “GF much re- 
iigion: t hear them make a a jett of 
it every day, and treat all its fanc- 
‘tions with fo much fcorn and contempt, 
aS. {0 put the. matter paft douby. 
Well, ——notwithftanding this 1, put 
my fortune into, the hands of, the one, 

“and, what: is dearer. full to: ma, 
T,truft: my life to the honeft fkill af - 
the other. Now let me exam ine 
what is: my reafon for this great con- 
fidence. —-— Why,—in the firft place, 
Libelicve that ‘there is no probability | 
that either of them will employ the 


power, I put into their hands, to my | 
oc ah | O 2 difad- 
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ai, 
difadvantage. I confider that honelty 
". ferves the. ‘porpotes of this life.. 
I know their fuccefs in ‘the world 
‘depends upon the. fairnefs of their 
charaéter ;-——that they cannot hare 


- me ; Without hurting thetnfelves more. 


. 
eon aes, ote re Bintan. & i “. 


| “But pur it. otherwife, namely, that 
“interett Jay for once-on the other: fide. 


a2 That “A cafe thoald- Happen 
ewherein the one, without ftain to‘ his 


Feputation; could fecrete my, fortume, 
cand leave me naked in the. world: 
sor that, the other could fend. me 
,out of. it, and enjoy. an eftate. by 
. _ my. death, without difhonour. to him- 
fel€. Or. his. art.——lIn this cafe what 

_-hold have. I of either of them ?—— 
-Re- 


gion; 
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ag he 


Religion, the  ftrongeft of all motives 
Is out. “of the: queftion. —i—Intereft; 
the next mott powerful motive in this 
world, is ftrongly: againtt me.——I 
have nothing left to catt 3 into the fcale 
. -I mutt : 
lay at the mercy’ of honour,———or 


tc ballance this temptation. 


fome fuch capricious principle.—Serait .. 


feeurity |. for. two of my beft and mort 


2 valuable bleffings, - —_— Dy, property’ x 
cand my life! : 


i fe oe Reg en 
# 


"" As thérefore we can have no de- - 


pendence upon: morality without teli- - 
fo; on the other hadd, there 


‘is nothing better to be expected from - 


“religion without morality) nor can 


_-any man i be fappos’ d to difch arod “his 


an 03°. euties 


oan, honefty.— 
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dutios. to Gon, <whateves fair appear- 
ances:be may hang out, that he does 
£) =i6. be does: not pax:as. con{cienti- 
ove a regard to the- duties, which . be 
ewed- his oe creature,, 


a 
Ee a ah 


This is 29 & point en if} hele of 
fri demonftration. aN everthelefs, 
is ‘no’ “rarity to fee * a ‘man whofe real 
‘oral’ merit ftands \ very low, who yet 
“egtertains. the highelt notion. of him- 
“felf, in the light ofa devont. and ‘re- 
Tigioup.n pny “He thall ot only be 


‘covetous, reveneful, ‘implacable,— 


but even wanting “in points of com- 


shane. againft 1 the infidelity of the age, 


o 


= ae on i: N - ie —I3 


a 


Yet becaufe he talks 
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iois zealous for forme pdints'of re 


Higion,. pees twice a day to churels,, 


attends the. facraments,—and amufes. . 


himfelf -with a few inftrumental. du- 


ties ef religion,———fhall. cheat. his - 
_confcience into a judgment that for » 
this he is a religious. man,, and. has » 
difcharged faithfully his. .duty .to - 


Gop : and you will find, that’ fuch a 
‘man, thro’ force of this. délufion, ge- 


3 


nerally looks ‘down “with {piritual : 


pride upon every ‘other man who has 
leds affectation of piety, “ tho’, ‘/per- 


haps, ten times more moral honelly 


. thar himfelf. 


This is likewife afore evil tinder the : 
‘Sans -and''T. believe there: is ‘no’ one ~ 
7 O 4 mik 
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miiaken—principle- whith, | for—ies 
tune, has wraurht more ferions wif 
ehiefs,. Fora general proof. of this; 
examioe the hiftory of -the Romifé. 


church. See what fcenes of cru- 


cIty, murders, rapines, bloodthed, 
have “aH been fan@ified by a reli: 
gioh ‘tot’ ‘eitly governed 5 mo- 
ratty. is ee er 
ek ‘bow many kingdoms of ‘the 
world, has the crufading .{word of 
this mifguided Saint-Errant fpared 
neither age, or merit, or fex, or con- 
dition. ——And, as he. fought under. 
— the banners; cf a. religion, which fet: 

him: loofe. fiom juftice and - bum ani- 


Yoo 


his 
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ty,—+-+he ‘fhewed none, —— merci — 
lefsly. trampled-wpon both, heard nei 
ther the cries. of. the unfortunate, noe 
pitied their diftreffes; = 


If the teftimony of paft. centuries 


er 


a> 


in this matter is not fufficjent, 


, Ab tary 
nbe ot we 


-confider at this inftant, how, the ;vos, 


tarjes of that religion are every day. 
thinking to do fervice and honour to 
Gop, by actions which are a difhonour 
and fcandal to themfelves. 89. 
To be convinced of this, go with: 


me for a moment into the prifons of: 


the inquifition.—_—-—- Behold _ religici: 
with mercy and: juftice chain'd downi 


under 


202 SERMON’ XIE. 
wader her feet, ——~-these String aha 
jy upon @ black tribunal, propp’d up 
with sacks. aad inftruments. of: to 
ment.~——Hark | What a piteotis . 
groan ! ——See the melancholy wretch . 
who utter’d it, juft brought forth to - 
undergo the anguifh of a mock-trial, . 
and endure the utmoft pains thar.a - 
ftudied fy ftem of religious craelty has. 

been able, to invent. Behold this. 

helplefs vidim delivered up to his. 
-tormenters.. His body fe wafted: with 
Sorrow and Jong confinement, you “Hl 
fee every nerve and mufcle as it fuf- 
fers.———Obferve the laft movement 
-of: that horrid engine.——- What con- 
/2¥ nbions i it has thrown: him into. 


soe _ ° 
ceaere: Con- 
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Conder the nature of. thé polture in 
which he now. lies ftretch’d. > Whae 
exquifite torture he endures by it. 
? Tis all nature can bear.-———Good 


Gon! See haw it _keeps_ his, weary 


foul. hanging upon: his trembling lips. 
willing | to take its leave, ————— | 
but not ‘faffer’d to depart. Behold. 
the unhappy wretch led back to his. . 


cell y-—drage’d out of ‘it again. to 
meet the flames; ——~and the infults in. 
his laft agonies, which’ this principle 
~——this principle that there ‘cat be 


religion without moral: ol has is ei 
for him. 


_ The fureft way to try the merit. of 
any difputed hOtON,——is to trace 
: | down 
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down the confequences. fuch a potior 
has ‘produced, and compare them with 
the /pirit of chriftianity. Tis the 
fhort and decifive rule, } which our. 
SAVIOUR has left for thefe and fugh 
like cafes,——and i is worth a thoufand 


arguments.—By. their. fruits, {ays he, 
ye foall know them. . 


“Thus pee and: aie like 
| fai friends and natural allies, can ne- 
yer ‘be -fet dt variance, without che ~ 
mutval: ruin and difhonour’ of .2hem 
both; 
this unfriendly oes is’ no well 
wither to eithér,— and whatever’ he 
pretends, he deceives ‘his’ ‘Own’ ‘heart, 


and, 


‘and whoever goes about: 


eS 
=} 


4 Loy 
va 
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and, I fear, his morality as well ag 
his religion y will be vain. | 

“Twill add-no fitee to- the Henge 
.of this difcourfe, than-by two or three 
“fhort and independent Rules, deduci- 
ble from what-has been faid. ° -* 

rt, Whenever a man talks loudly 
againft religion, always fufpect that 
it ig-not this reafon.:but his -pafftons 
‘which: have got the better -of his 
creed. A bad hfe anda good belief are 
 difagreeable and troublefome -neigh* 
‘bours, and where they feparate, :de- 
pend upon. Ht, "tis for no. other caufe 
-but quietnefs fake. Jta,& & 


~” . 


adly. 
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edipy When -atian: das repiefenee 
<4, tells: you in any. pardicalls ie 
tance, that. fach 4-thing -goes' agai 
his oanfcichice;~—~-al ways ‘believe -he 
means. exaCtly the Yame-thing asi wher’ 
“he xeljs-you'fuch a thing’ goes'agatht 
- his ftomach,-——a prelenit want of #p» 
; petite being. aia the: true: — 
= of both. pga aa Se rg ee ak 


‘tn a -word,——truft that man in 
: nothing,—who has not a conference 
in every thing.’ Pes 


’ ‘And in your own cafe remember 
‘this plain diftinétion, a miftake in 
which, has ruin’d thoufands. That — 
your confcience is not a law ;—no,— 

- -Gop 
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‘Gop and, reafon: made. the Jaw;:and. 
has placed: Confcience within vou to 
determine,—not like: an Afatic Cade 
according to the. ebbs.and.flows of his 
own. paffions ;———but: like. a: Briti® — 
judge in this. land, of. :hiberty, whe 
makes no, new :Jaw,———but faithfully! . 
declares. that. 'glorious: law. which ‘he 


finds already written, | oe 

j 5 « +) : wee og + 
a a vd! 
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